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Descriptive Design Lab Report
Scientists learn about the world around us in different ways.  Sometimes scientists use a descriptive design.  This means that a scientist observes and describes the world around us.  This scientific method is used when it is undesirable, unethical or impossible to use an experimental design.  For example, scientists observe and describe animals, plants, planets, and rocks using a descriptive design.  Other careers use a descriptive design as well!  A court reporter writes or records everything said in a court room, or an artist sketches the same tree over a period of time.  
When a scientist uses a descriptive design, this scientific method will generally include a few steps.  Most importantly, the scientist will communicate their findings with the world.  In order to communicate your findings, use the format below to create lab report or lab poster.  
· Title: 
· Give a title to your investigation!  The title of the investigation should introduce the topic and be interesting!  
· Format: Bold, Centered, and size 16-30 Font. 
· Scientists Names: 
· Write the names of the investigators and the period they have Science class.   Underline your own name!
· Format: Bold, Centered, and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Question:
· State the question(s) you are investigating.    

· Format: Complete Sentences, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Hypothesis:
· State your hypothesis.

· Format: Complete Sentences, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Prediction:
· State your prediction(s). 

· Format: Complete Sentences, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Materials:

· List the materials that you will be using in the experiment.

· Format: List (Bullets), Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 
· Procedure:

· Describe how you did the investigation.  

· Format: Numbered list or Paragraph, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Results – Observations:
· Describe the information you collected.  This is often presented in a table or chart. 
· Format: Left or Center Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Analysis:

· Provide an explanation of the results by examining the results to determine what they mean.  This is often presented by graphing the results and in a statement. 

· Format: Graph - Centered and size 12 or 14 Font & Statement - Complete Sentences, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· Conclusions:
· Describe what you learned.  State whether your hypothesis was supported or not, and whether your prediction was accurate.

· Format: Complete Sentences, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 

· New Questions:

· Write ideas for follow up investigations. 

· Format: Complete Sentences, Left Aligned and size 12 or 14 Font. 


Phases of the Moon

By Serena Park and Dustin Taylor
Period 2
Question: What is the order of the moon’s phases?  How far apart are they?  How long before they repeat?

Hypothesis:  If we observe the moon every night, we will determine the order, frequency, and timing of the moon changes or moon phases. 
Prediction: We predict that the moon grows larger until it is a full moon, and then the moon grows smaller until it disappears.  We also predict that the moon changes every month.   We predict it is half a month to grow full, and then half a month for it to disappear. 
Materials: 
Paper 

Pencil

Calendar 

Procedure: Every night, we observed the shape of the moon in the sky and recorded it on a calendar. 

Results – Observations:
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Analysis: After thirty days, the moon appeared to begin to repeat the pattern.  There were four days of half moon and one day of new and full moons. 

Conclusions: Our hypothesis was supported.  By observing the moon every night we were able to chart the moon changes and determine the order, frequency, and timing of the moon changes.  The four main phases of the moon occur in this order – full moon, half a moon, new moon, half a moon, and full moon again.  The time between any two phases is 7 or 8 days.  The phases repeat about every 29 days.   Our predictions were not completely accurate.  It is similar to a month, but because all months are not 29 days, the moon changes do not occur in exactly a month. 
New Questions: We would like to investigate the cause of the moon’s phases. [image: image1.png]
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