          English III Honors
Grade Level: 11

                                 

Department: English

Credit: 1

 



Length: 1 year

Statement of Course Purpose: This course is designed for students who have demonstrated outstanding ability and effort in English II. The course emphasizes interpretation, evaluation, and criticism in depth of literary works, the students will be required to perform a considerable amount of independent study.  This course will study major works in British Literature which represent Anglo-Saxon, Medieval, Renaissance, Romantic, Victorian and Twentieth Century Writers.  Students will prepare for the ACT test with an emphasis on rhetorical skills.  

Textbooks and Supplemental Materials:

Required:



Picture of Dorian Grey-Wilde*
Elements of Literature, Sixth Course (2000 edition)

Elements of Language, Sixth Course

Vocabulary for the College Bound Student – Levine
Beowulf 


Canterbury Tales – Chaucer


King Arthur - Malory



Macbeth – Shakespeare


Hamlet-Shakespeare
A Tale of Two Cities-Dickens 

Lord of the Flies – Golding

Gulliver’s Travels-Swift
Brave New World - Huxley



Supplementary:


Merchant of Venice – Shakespeare


Much Ado About Nothing – Shakespeare 

*Required Reading for Summer 

COURSE OUTLINE:

First Nine Weeks
Origin of the English Language

Study of Medieval and Anglo-Saxon England

Beowulf
Canterbury Tales

Ballads
Vocabulary for the College Bound Student
Second Nine Weeks

King Arthur – historical background and short stories

Study of the Renaissance
Renaissance Poetry

Macbeth
Sonnets-study, compare and compose
Vocabulary for the College Bound Student
Third Nine Weeks

Merchant of Venice/Much Ado about Nothing

Hamlet

Restoration

Satire

A Tale of Two Cities-Dickens 

Vocabulary for the College Bound Student
Fourth Nine Weeks
ACT preparation

Lord of the Flies - Golding

Vocabulary for the College Bound Student

Brave New World - Huxley
COURSE DETAIL:
First Nine Weeks
Origin of the English Language

(Objectives: Evaluate the influence of historical context 2.A.5d; Compare works from different time periods 2.A.5a)

· Modern Evolution of Language – Tim McGraw

· Language origin

· Evolution of the English language – Old, Middle and Modern

Study of Medieval and Anglo-Saxon England

(Objectives: Evaluate the influence of historical context 2.A.5d)

· Elements of Literature videocassette “The Anglo Saxons” “A Living Language” 

· Historical background from textbook and from student generated material
· Students will research aspects of Anglo-Saxon culture (music, art, medicine, food, clothing, etc…) and give oral presentation

· Study of the Anglo-Saxon hero

· Riddles and runic writing in relation to the Anglo-Saxon culture

· Students learn runic writing and write examples
Beowulf
(Objectives: analyze and express interpretations 2.B.5a; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a: analyze the development of form 2.A.5c; evaluate relationships between characters 2.A.5b;  Produce grammatically correct documents 3.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Background information

· Epic poem

· Anglo-Saxon qualities

· Wyrd

· Discuss and analyze literary traits of epic poetry  

· Kennings, caesura, alliteration, imagery
· Discuss personality traits of the Anglo-Saxon hero

· Analyze the Christian and Pagan elements found in Beowulf
· Overview of themes

· Good vs. evil (as part of Anglo Saxon culture) 

· Age (youth vs. the aged)

· Loyalty

· Revenge

· Composition and project
Canterbury Tales
(Objectives: analyze and express interpretations 2.B.5a; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a: analyze the development of form 2.A.5c; evaluate relationships between characters 2.A.5b;  evaluate speaker’s verbal and nonverbal messages 4.A.5a; deliver oral presentations 4.B.5a; research and present a project to an audience 5.A.5b; credit sources appropriately 5.B.5b)

· Background information from textbook and from teacher generated material
· Prologue – familiarize the student with the format and language
       Independent reading
       Analysis of the pilgrims

       Assessment

· Pardoner’s Tale – reading of the tale 

modeling of the pilgrim’s character traits as they relate to the  tale compare and contrast the historical role of  a pardoner in  medieval society to Chaucer’s pardoner.

· Pilgrimage project – reader’s theater

     Library research 

     Assess through presentation

· Assessment
· Each student researches and present pilgrim

Ballads

(Objectives: Compare works from various time periods 2.A.5a; Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; Apply knowledge gained to contemporary issues 2.B.5b; analyze and express interpretations 2.B.5a, research and present a project to an audience 5.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Background information from the textbook

· Format and qualities

· Assessment-students will write their own ballad based on examples and can present if they choose
· Model qualities of a ballad from Tim McGraw’s ballad, “Don’t Take the Girl”

· Assessment

·  Analysis and presentation of a contemporary ballad

Vocabulary for the College Bound Student

(Objectives: Identify, apply and analyze new terminology 1.A.5a)
· Units – biweekly with assessment

Second Nine Weeks

King Arthur 

(Objectives: Compare works from various time periods 2.A.5a; Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Produce grammatically correct documents 3.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Historical background of King Arthur

· Comparison of the real King Arthur vs. the fictional one

· Compare the various interpretations of Arthurian legend

· Study of time period

· Assessment 

· “Sir Gawain and the Green Knight”

· Code of Chivalry/Knighthood

· Mallory – description and background

· Le Morte Darthur

· Segments of Arthurian movies

· Composition
· Courtly Love vs. Knightly Fellowship
Study of the Renaissance and of the Shakespearean theater

(Objectives: Evaluate the influence of historical context 2.A.5d)

· Historical background – textbook and teacher generated material

· Background of the Elizabethan theater including the audience, actors and stage

· Assessment 
Renaissance poets

(Objectives: Evaluate influence of historical context 2.A.5d; analyze the form 2.A.5.c; Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b)

· Historical background on John Donne from the textbook

Explication of the following poems:

“Death to a Loved One”

“Mediation 17”

“A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning”

“The Flea” – outside source

“Death Be Not Proud”

· Historical background on Ben Jonson from the textbook

            Explication of the following poems:



“On My First Son”



“Song: To Celia”


“To the Memory of My Beloved Master, William Shakespeare” (outside source)

Macbeth
(Objectives: Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Read with fluency and accuracy 1.B.5d; Produce grammatically correct documents 3.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Shakespeare’s biography

· Instruction on iambic pentameter and on literary elements

· Elements of a Shakespearean tragedy

· Themes

· Ambition 

· Deception

· Uncertainty

· Blood will have blood

· Power corrupts

· A comparison of the historical Macbeth to the fictional Macbeth.

· Background information on Macbeth

· Reader’s theater – orally read and study as a class

· Assessments

· Composition 
· Thematic Literary Analysis
Sonnets

(Objectives: Evaluate influence of historical context 2.A.5d; analyze the form 2.A.5.c; Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Analysis of the Shakespearean sonnet form

· Product of Age
· Reading and explication of Shakespearean sonnets from the textbook

· Historical background of the sonnets in relation to Shakespeare’s life

· Assessment

· Students will create their own “product of age”
Vocabulary for the College Bound Student

(Objectives: Identify, apply and analyze new terminology 1.A.5a)
· Units -  biweekly with assessment
Third Nine Weeks

Merchant of Venice/Much Ado about Nothing 
(Objectives: Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Read with fluency and accuracy 1.B.5d; Produce grammatically correct documents 3.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)

· Historical background

· Anticipation Activities

· Study of “problem play” 
· Elements of a Shakespearean comedy

· Sources of the play

· Themes

· Revenge

· Love

· Loyalty

· Friendship 

· Reader’s theater – orally read and study as a class

· Assessments
· Study guide

Hamlet
(Objectives: Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Read with fluency and accuracy 1.B.5d; Produce grammatically correct documents 3.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Historical background
· Denmark
· Notoriety 

· Anticipation Activities

· Soliloquy 

· Study Guide

· Reader’s theater – orally read and study as a class

· Character Analysis

· Dynamic (growing vs. deteriorating)

· Static

· Literary Elements 

· Themes

· Death

· Revenge

· Grief

· Guilt

· Dramatic Irony
· Symbols

· Yorick’s Skull

· Ears and Hearing

· The Murder of Gonzago

· Flowers

· Composition (Literary Analysis of Characterization, Thematic or Symbolic essay)
Vocabulary for the College Bound Student

(Objectives: Identify, apply and analyze new terminology 1.A.5a)
· Units -  biweekly with assessment
Fourth Nine Weeks
Tale of Two Cities 
Objectives: (Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Use speaking skills in group discussions 4.B.5b; Apply knowledge gained to understanding contemporary issues 2.B.5b; Produce grammatically correct documents 3.A.5; Using contemporary technology, produce documents of publication quality for specific purposes and audiences 3.B.5)
· Historical Background

· French Revolution

· Guillotine

· Carmagnole

· Historical figures  
· Author – biography and social philosophy

· Pre-reading activities involving situations in the novel

· Independent reading

· Study Guide

· Themes

· Revenge
· Self Sacrifice

· Recall to Life

· Class/power dichotomy 

· Symbols/Images

· Knitting

· Footsteps

· The buzzing of Flies

· Blood and wine

· Lodestone Rock

· Water Fountain 

· The Golden Thread

· Assessment
· Using textual support, defend Sydney Carton’s sacrifice or compare Lady Macbeth to Madame DeFarge
ACT Preparation

(Objectives:  Write for academic context 3.C.5a; Summarize and make generalizations from reading 1.C.5.d; Identify and use rhetorical skills correctly 3.A.5)

· Administer diagnostic test

· Analyze results and explain scoring

· Teach rhetorical skills as needed using Elements of Language
· Teach reading strategies and administer timed reading tests

· Teach structure of a persuasive essay

· Distribute practice ACT test to be completed and scored at home

· Discuss English and reading questions

· Give test day strategies

Lord of the Flies – Golding
(Objectives: Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Communicate information in a narrative form 3.C.5a; Use speaking skills in group discussions 4.B.5b)

· Background on Golding and time period

· Survival test and discussion

· Assign daily readings and roles

· Literature circles for student participation 

Brave New World – Huxley

(Objectives: Ability to comprehend both literally and interpretively 2.A.5b; understand culture as it relates to literature and the time period. 2.A.5d; relate reading to prior knowledge 1.B.5a; Analyze the meanings of abstract concepts and words 1.A.5b; Use questions and predictions to guide reading 1.C.5a; Compare works from different time periods 2.A.5a)

· Review satire

· Read “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut

· Complete handicap activity 

Discuss themes as they relate to Brave New World

· Review terminology as it relates to Brave New World
· Assessment

Vocabulary for the College Bound Student 

(Objectives: Identify, apply and analyze new terminology 1.A.5a)

· Units -  biweekly with assessment
