COURSE OUTLINE (Semester 1):
Week 1
Introductory Speeches
Speech Strategies 

Week 2-3

Of Beetles and Angels
Background Information/Author biography
How to “read” effectively 
Journaling/writing practice
Assessment

Week 4-5

Poetry Unit

Week 6-7

Grammar
Words often confused
Spelling
Subject/verb agreement 
Pronoun agreement 

Weeks 8-10

Odyssey Unit

Week 11-12

Writing Workshop
Pre-Writing Strategies
Writing a proper thesis statement
Outlining 
Self editing
Peer editing
Teacher conference




Week 13-15

House on Mango Street

Week 16 
Study Skills/Preparation for Final Exams
time management
studying techniques
assessment of learning style

Week 17-18 
Informative Speeches  


COURSE OUTLINE (Semester 2):
Week 1-5
Romeo and Juliet 
Composition (compare and contrast) 
Writing workshop
Dramatic interpretation (group speech requirement)

Week 6-8
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Week 9 
Grammar
Run-on vs. fragment
Commas
Semi-colons

Week 10-15
To Kill a Mockingbird
· Background Information
· Literary Elements
· Vocabulary

Week 16 
Writing Workshop
Week 17-18 
Persuasive Speeches

