READING STRATEGIES FOR ACTIVE READERS

    Strategies that facilitate reading skills are powerful tools.  The following list identifies many of the reading strategies that we model and practice in 7th grade literature:

1. Questioning the text—“Why did he go out into the woods and live by himself?”

2. Making generalizations—“I think this story shows that there is nothing as important as freedom.”

3. Making predictions—“I bet the character will turn himself in at the end.”

4. Making inferences—“Mrs. Jones seems like a person who cares about children.”

5. Using chronology—“But Rainsford hid in the tree before he set the trap for Zaroff.”

6. Determining the main idea—“This is mainly about how people can be thoughtless in the way they treat people with disabilities.”

7. Summarizing—“In this story, a boy gets reward money for finding a dog he really didn’t find.  He winds up giving the money to the church because he feels so guilty.”

8. Making connections—“I didn’t like this story as much as the poem.”

9. Comparing and contrasting—“These two characters seem a lot alike to me.  Both are funny, nice, and always in trouble.”

10. Reading for detail—“Look at what the author says here.”

11. Rereading—“But if you look back at this part…”

12. Evaluating—“I think the most important part is…”

