World War II / Holocaust Project
GOAL: learn NEW, IN DEPTH information about a chosen topic on World War II or the Holocaust using books and Internet sources. Practice citing sources. Please note: if you have not shown understanding of new and in depth information, then you have not met expectations which means you will earn no better than a D. 

World War II

1. Choose one of the following options or find another to explore: 

· Timeline

http://www.historyplace.com/worldwar2/timeline/ww2time.htm focuses on European conflict

http://www.worldwar-2.net/timelines/timelines-index.htm
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dday/timeline/index.html
Summarize, in your own words, and comment for at least the years 1939-1945. Show me that you understand what happened.

· Biographies
http://www.grolier.com/wwii/wwii_arti.html

This site has a lot of interesting articles to use for research. 

· Battles 
http://www.grolier.com/wwii/wwii_mainpage.html
Choose a battle to research.

· Casualties Stats
http://www.worldwar-2.net/casualties/world-war-2-casualties-index.htm
Review the countries involved and compare the stats on casualties.

· D-Day

http://members.aol.com/TeacherNet/WWII.html#OverLord
· Famous Quotes

http://www.worldwar-2.net/famous-quotes/famous-quotes-index.htm
Choose a few quotes give background and commentary.

· Blitzkrieg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/blitzkrieg_01.shtml
· Code Talkers

http://members.aol.com/TeacherNet/WWII.html#CodeTalking
· Kamikazes

http://members.aol.com/TeacherNet/WWII.html#Kamikazes
· Pearl Harbor

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/pearl_harbour_01.shtml there are certainly plenty of sites to choose from.

· Valuable Sites with Lots of Interesting Ideas
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwtwo/
OR
Holocaust Project

You may choose one of the following long-range projects or you may choose one of the World War II topics (above).  Our essential question for this unit is 
Why do people commit hate crimes?
In some way your project should address this question as fully as possible, otherwise, you will earn nothing higher than a does not meet or a D. 
· Examine, do not just list, the progression from segregation to annihilation of Jews in Europe from 1933 to 1945. Use this format to discuss hate crimes. Include pictures, quotes, drawings, text, and a reflection answering the essential question (At least two pages in length). You may provide me with a typed page of notes that you worked from with your sources identified for each section of notes.
· Create a story/ role-playing/ skit/ monologue about the experiences of those in the Holocaust. Address the issue of hate crimes and why you believe they are committed (At least two pages in length). You may provide me with a typed page of notes that you worked from with your sources identified for each section of notes.
· Interview a survivor of the Holocaust or research other accounts of survival considering the effects on the survivor, what changes the survivor undergoes, the survivor’s fate and philosophy. Include a reflection of the essential question (At least two pages in length). You may provide me with a typed page of notes that you worked from with your sources identified for each section of notes.
· Create a poem or song reflecting why people commit hate crimes/ how people are persuaded to hate and why/ the effect of hate crimes – these are just some ideas. You must show research. You may provide me with a typed page of notes that you worked from with your sources identified for each section of notes. 
· Discuss the nature of anti-Semitism and other forms of persecution and exclusion (“Ethnic cleansing” is a euphemism for genocide). Answer basic questions such as: What makes people hate identifiable groups, even innocent members such as babies and children or victims of AIDS? How can people destroy others in the name of religion or patriotism? Why do occurrences of anti-Semitism and racism crop up, even after the hideous examples of the Holocaust and the post-Civil War South? How do books, plays, monuments, music and other forms of creativity help to quell or instill hatred and prejudice? (At least two pages in length)

· Write an expository essay about why people commit hate crimes with stories/examples of hate crimes. Include a reflection of the essential question (At least two pages in length).
· Plan a campaign against hate crimes. Discuss what they are, the danger they present to society, examples, what we can do to stop them. Include a reflection of the essential question (At least two pages in length). You may provide me with a typed page of notes that you worked from with your sources identified for each section of notes.
· Create your own project? Discuss this with me…
Best place to find information? 

Start with www.splcenter.org
www.apa.org

www.holocaustsurvivors.org
Choose a medium for your project – should include a combination of 
· written and 
· visual components:

a. Essay with pictures/tables/graphs

b. Essay/PowerPoint

c. Essay/poster/collage

d. Essay/diorama

e. Digital storytelling
 Length:

a.  introduction/conclusion

b. three body paragraphs for each student or the equivalent through a table etc. – the point? I want to see that you understand what you are learning. You have to show a transfer of knowledge (understanding). If I don’t see that, you are not meeting expectations).
Partner:     You may work with one other person on any of the projects above. You may work alone. The 

total amount of writing required is two pages or about five solid paragraphs with in-text citations and a Works Cited.

Citations:  In-text citations and a Works Cited are expected. Some projects have an addendum which allows 

you to provide a notes sheet with citation information because a creative approach is allowed. For any narrative writing etc, I will still need to see that you are working with concrete research.
