U.S. History Mid-Term Review
	Unit
	Enduring Understanding
	Essential Question

	00
	Learning takes place at several levels.  Bloom has placed these levels in a hierarchy know as a taxonomy.  It is the goal of the United States History class to reach the higher levels of learning particularly to be able to critically evaluate history.
	What does it mean to critically evaluate history?



	01
	Africa, Europe, and the Americas all had distinctive civilizations at the time first contacts.  As people from the three cultures interacted conflict, cooperation, and diffusion all occurred.  The results created changes to each of the distinctive cultures to various degrees.


	What happens when cultures collide?



	02
	Several reasons account for the interest that Europeans had for colonizing the Americas.  Primary among them was the economic benefit of exploiting the New World.  Spain, France, and England were the largest of the colonial powers in North America.


	Why did the Europeans want colonies?

	03
	Although diverse in the aggregate, the United States’ historical heritage begins with the European colonization of the Americas.  As the three colonial regions: Southern, Middle, and New England colonies developed so too did the political, religious, and economic foundations of the United States.


	What is the “historical heritage” of the United States?

	04
	After years of experiencing various levels of economic  independence and self rule, the attempts by the British to clamp down on the colonies during the second half of the 18th Century led several colonists to believe that the only alternative was to separate from England.  This led to the Revolutionary War.


	What led people out into the streets with guns during the Revolution?



	05
	The first constitution of the United States was the Articles of Confederation.  It failed to meet the needs of our country and so was replaced by the Constitution of 1787.  The debate and compromises that went into establishing this document created the most enduring government in existence today.  
	How did we decide upon the Constitutional democracy that we now have?



	06
	From the beginning of the new government under Washington’s leadership until the end of the War of 1812 the United States struggled to find its identity in the world.  But through the process we became strongly nationalistic and defiant of the outside world.


	What does it mean to be Nationalistic?



	07
	After the 1820s several events lead to disputes in power in the United States.  From the era emerged the concept of expanding democracy beyond its original limits.  President Jackson gets some credit for the movement, but it was a combination of sectional demands, class struggle, and reformism that helped to create “Jacksonian Democracy”.


	Why is there something called “Jacksonian Democracy”?



	08
	One of the greatest benefits that people living in a democracy have is freedom of action when they find injustice.  During the first half of the 19th Century American reformers went to work to make this country a better place to live.  The individual and group actions lead to several significant reforms or origins of reforms.
	What do people do when they find problems in their society?



	09
	After the Treaty of Paris of 1783 the United States expanded six different times prior to the Civil War.  Each time we expanded it created new challenges and conflicts for us and others.  
	How did the United States grow during the era of National expansion?



	10
	During the decade of the 1850s events transpired that would lead to the Civil War.  Many of these events happened because of the failure of our government to eliminate slavery prior to this time.  Other sectional issues were also at work polarizing the country.
	Could the Civil War have been prevented?



	11
	The Civil War in the United States was one of the most, if not the most, significant events in our history because of the lasting impact that it had on our economy, our government, and our society.  
	What was the lasting impact of the Civil War on the United States?



	12
	At the conclusion of the Civil War the problem of rebuilding the war-torn South was left in the hands of Northerners.  It was also their job to re-establish a nation with the South.  The result of their efforts is mixed and by the 1870s they abandoned the effort all together leaving many long lasting problems unsolved.


	Was Reconstruction a success or failure?

	13
	The end of the Civil War brought together an abundance of the four major factors of production: land, labor, capitol, and entrepreneurship.  Along with that was a government that was willing to help the economic development that lead to tremendous economic growth during the Second Industrial Revolution in the United States.


	What made the United States so well suited for the Industrial Revolution?



	14
	The United States is a nation of immigrants.  During various times in our history we have both welcomed and mistreated immigrants, but the impact that immigration has had on our society should not be underestimated.  


	Is the United States a nation of immigrants?


