
 

8th Grade Newsletter 
FEBRUARY 26, 2021 

Core Classes  Homework Hotline        PowerSchool Parent Portal 
Lisle 202 Guide to Online Tech Tools 

Tech Support Assistance Request Form 
 

Click here to access an overview of Google Meet. 
 

Please click here to access Lisle 202's Online Guide to Educational 
Technology. Under the G-Suite for Education menu, click on Google 

Meet for additional information and resources. 

Language Arts  Students are continuing to work on their argument writing unit. They 
will explore a variety of topics and analyze arguments to develop 
their understanding of argument writing. Students are currently in the 
process of drafting their responses for their essay through the use of 
their essay organizer. Students have compiled sources and 
information to help support their argument for their response.  

Literature  
 

Students are continuing to read their first class novel, The Giver by Lois 
Lowry. Students will engage in annotations that focus on the impact 
of rules on society, the individual vs. the group, and how personal 
choices can impact society. Students are expected to complete all 
assigned reading and review guide questions. Additionally, students 
will be taking a summative final test at the conclusion of the unit. 

Honors Literature  Students are completing our ‘Belonging to a Place’ unit this week, as 
we are working on their summative narratives where they are writing 
about a place they feel as though they belong, and how it relates to 
the various short stories and excerpts we have read in this unit.  
 
Starting next week, we will begin our ‘Bad Behaviors’ unit, where we 
read several pieces that explore our essential question, how do we 
decide what is right versus what is wrong? This unit will finish with a 
culminating prompt where students will answer our essential question, 
based on the information we have gathered throughout our 
readings.  

Math  The students will have a QUIZ on Module 5 Topic A (Functions) on Thursday 
(3/4). The QUIZ will cover Lessons 1-8. All formative assessments for Lessons 
1-8 must be turned in by 8 am on Thursday (3/4) for full credit. I will not 
accept any missing work from Lessons 1-8 after the due date.     
 
Math Daily Post 

https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/online-homework-hotline
https://lislecusd202.powerschool.com/public/home.html
http://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMZG_pi32cs0mMJpQHF0ll9vBkvn8uR4FjXb87G8su9bCkrw/viewform
http://bit.ly/PTConferenceMeet2
https://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://sites.google.com/lisle202.org/mr-kim/home


Science   We have begun our next unit, forces at a distance! We have started 
our driving questions board, and brainstorming how to find out how a 
speaker works. 

Social Studies   We are wrapping up our work on WWI. It has been a really interesting 
unit.  
We are moving to the Women’s Rights Movement and the 1920s!  
 
Blatchley’s Daily Post 

Algebra  The recent focus has been on exponential equations, growth, and 
decay.  This is a short (but challenging) chapter, so it will wrap up in 
the next week or so. 
 
These skills do tend to get a bit more confusing due to the fact that 
the skills from the past few years have all related to linear functions, so 
practice will be essential to mastering these skills. 

Spanish  Hola estudiantes y padres! We are currently spending lots of time 
learning how to talk about our daily school schedules, favorite 
classes/teachers, and school life in other Spanish-speaking countries. 
This will be our focus for a short time before adding on to our routine 
unit. Students will have a speaking test on this and other routine topics 
in the coming weeks, with a date to be announced soon.  

French  Bonjour! Class Agenda 
 
Students have been connecting weather, time and verb 
conjugations to express activities they like to do and when they like to 
do them.  This will now be used as the foundation for our future 
discussions sounding daily routine.  
 
I am also excited to announce we will be participating in the 
National French Contest again that tests our students skills in reading 
and listening against other French students in the nation.  This will be 
an optional activity but it is a great benchmark for students to see 
how their skills are measuring up.  

FACS  Students have enjoyed our cooking labs this week. We have made snow ice 
cream and are finishing the week with microwave cooking, cake in a mug.  The 
snow ice cream half students liked it and the other half did not like it. Some 
great discussions on how we could have made the snow ice cream taste better. 
The recipes are on Google Classroom.  
 
Students learned the last 3 advanced hand sewing stitches this week:  Chain 
stitch, French Knot and  the Lazy Daisy. Their practice stitches are due tomorrow 
on Google Classroom and they can work on their final sewing project.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15GAZbH3b4delcW7P2_S0c9hKPNqA3G3OBQNyawzP5Og/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aeXMOzEyUv9v5wxMRcgJ13BjRQ4t40GOTz56SUlt9ug/edit#slide=id.ga6c77458df_0_123


Exploring Reading  Students are beginning a nonfiction unit. They will be digging into 
nonfiction and learning signposts as well as fix-it strategies to help 
them navigate nonfiction texts in all classes.  
 

Exploring Writing  Students have been working hard in Exploring Writing!  Last week we 
started Unit 3: Summarizing a Narrative.  Before beginning the unit, we 
reviewed narrative plot structure.  Students are working on 
summarizing a narrative story in three paragraphs.  Each paragraph 
has a purpose.  The first paragraph summarizes the setting and 
characters, the second paragraph focuses on the conflict, and the 
final paragraph should include the climax, resolution, and possible 
lesson learned.  They are also incorporating dress ups in their writing to 
make their summaries more interesting. 

Exploring Math 
We continue to practice concepts learned in Mr Kim’s class, as well 
as work on i-Ready lessons.   

Reading  Our current focus is Book 8, section 4, working on R-Controlled syllable 
exceptions: vowel-rr, para-, in multisyllabic words. 

READ 180  Students are reading a short story adaptation of Romeo and Juliet. 
Our reading strategy is ‘Story Elements: Setting, Characters, Plot, and 
Theme’.  The recommended computerized instruction software goal 
is 20 minutes/day. Weekly i-Ready lessons continue. 

Instructional Math  We are continuing our work in Chapter 4 - Factors and Fractions. The 
current section, 4-6: Negative Exponents, teaches how to write and 
solve numerical expressions with negative exponents. The last section, 
4-7: Scientific Notation, looks at expressing numbers in standard form 
and in scientific notation.  Weekly i-Ready lessons continue. 

Technology  This week in 8th period we completed the first Robot coding 
challenge.  Each student wrote a program, downloaded it to their 
robot, and ran the program.  Each robot had to carry out the tasks of 
the challenge.  Most were very successful on their first or second try. 
Nice work!   
In the 9th period class we created a drone obstacle course and 
practiced flying the course.  This is quite a challenge but we have 
had .  It was a lot of fun to pilot the drones and now we are starting 
our first coding experience with a short program to fly the drones 
autonomously.  Lots of fun happening this week in technology!  



Choir  Students should have completed all of their recordings for our next 
virtual concert. Check in with your student to make sure they have 
completed all of the songs! 

PE  The sun is shining, the snow is melting, birds are singing and we are 
preparing to head BACK OUTSIDE.  Please send your student to school 
prepared to spend 30 minutes outside during their PE classes.  Thank 
you & Stay active Lions!  -Mrs. Cerveny, Mr. Lumsden and Mrs Chip   

Band  Our biggest night of the year is almost here! Cabaret Night is this 
Saturday, February 27th! The link will go live at 6:45pm, and the show 
will begin at 7:00 pm. Our two junior high jazz bands will be featured, 
as well as the two high school jazz bands and our alumni band. All 
students participating should have turned in their videos by now.  
 
Please join us live! You can register at 
https://www.lislecabaretnight.com/. In addition to joining the show, 
please consider supporting our local restaurants who are offering 
meal deals.  

LRC - Library 
Resource Center 
 

Want to get a book from the JH library? Students can put 
books on hold online, and Mrs. Broadus will deliver. 
Check out the online catalog to choose your book. For 
remote students, I will continue to put them on a shelf 
inside the main doors. For students in the building, I will 
deliver during lunch. 
For more information, check out the JH LRC website. 
 

ELL 
 
 

Ms. Ng will be taking a medical leave but still available to help 
students on Monday 7-8PM or Wednesday all day through the 
Google Meet from the ELL Support Classroom. Ms. Weeks will be the 
substitute teacher and available to help in person.  
 
Parents, send me Remind texts or emails if you have questions. 
 
La Sra. Ng tomará una licencia médica, pero aún estará disponible 
para ayudar a los estudiantes el lunes de 7 a 8 p.m. o el miércoles 
durante todo el día a través de Google Meet de ELL Support 
Classroom. La Sra. Weeks será la maestra sustituta y estará disponible 
para ayudar en persona. 
 
Padres, por favor únase a mi grupo de texto Remind para obtener 
información o traducciones. También puedes enviarme un mensaje 
de texto rápidamente con tus preguntas.  

Student Services  Have a happiness conversation at home. Ask your child(ren) about 
what makes them smile and laugh, what friends and family bring 

https://www.lislecabaretnight.com/
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/10184
https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/library-resource-center
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39


them joy, what activities bring them to the present moment and 
make them lose track of time, and what goals they have 
accomplished. Happiness takes effort and connection with each 
other (Go Strengths, 2021). 

News You Can Use 
 

Contact Us! We love it! 
Language Arts and Literature 
Dave Dybeck: ddybeck@lisle202.org 
Mary Sauer: msauer@lisle202.org 
Emma Novotny: enovotny@lisle202.org 
Math 
Paul Kim: pkim@lisle202.org 
(AT) Rob McLear: rmclear@lisle202.org 
Science 
Ken Fitzner: kfitzner@lisle202.org 
Kelly Huschart: khuschart@lisle202.org 
Social Studies 
Monica Blatchley: mblatchley@lisle202.org 
Student Services 
Janet Hanson, Inclusion Facilitator: jhanson@lisle202.org 
-Instructional Math 
-Read 180 
-Reading 
Lauren Malcolm, Social Worker:  lmalcolm@lisle202.org 
Jennifer Reband, Psychologist: jreband@lisle202.org  
Chrysan Rankin, Social Worker: crankin@lisle202.org 
Jason Grau, Special Education Teacher and Facilitator: jgrau@lisle202.org 
Physical Education 
Karen Cerveny: kcerveny@lisle202.org 
Becky Chiappetta: rchiappetta@lisle202.org 
Jason Lumsden: jlumsden@lisle202.org 
French 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
Spanish 
Kasie Dembowski: kdembowski@lisle202.org 
Band 
Dan Schraub: dschraub@lisle202.org  
Choir 
Jim Stellmacher: jstellmacher@lisle202.org  
Exploratory  
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Sharon Byrne, Family and Consumer Science (FACS): sbyrne@lisle202.org Ms. Byrne is on leave. 
Her substitute is Ms. Anne Breeden: abreeden@lisle202.org  
Celeste McIntyre, Art: cmcintyre@lisle202.org 
Pete Meyer, Technology: pmeyer@lisle202.org 
Jason Wiertel, Advanced Computer Skills, Entrepreneurship: jwiertel@lisle202.org 
ELL 
Joanna Ng: jng@lisle202.org 
Ms. Shum’s Sub Dawn Weeks: dweeks@lisle202.org 
Librarian 
Gretchen Broadus: gbroadus@lisle202.org  
Speech-Pathologist 
Elena Pivek, epivek@lisle202.org 
Nurse 
Patti DeNichols: pdenichols@lisle202.org  
Administration 
Principal, Dave Kearney: dkearney@lisle202.org 
Assistant Principal, Tor Erickson: terickson@lisle202.org 
Intervention Specialist, Lindsay Norwood: lnorwood@lisle202.org 
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