
 

 

  
  

7th Grade  Newsletter 

Lisle Junior High School  February 5, 2021 

What’s Happening in Class? 

Helpful Links 

Homework Hotline        PowerSchool Parent Portal 

Lisle 202 Guide to Online Tech Tools 

Tech Support Assistance Request Form 

SmartPass Student Tutorial 

PowerSchool Student Login Tutorial 

Google Meet 
Information 

Click here to access an overview of Google Meet. 
 

Please click here to access Lisle 202's Online Guide to Educational 
Technology. Under the G-Suite for Education menu, click on Google 

Meet for additional information and resources. 

News You Can Use 

Inspire, LJHS’s literary magazine, is hosting its second annual 6 
Word Memoir and Secret Staff Submission Challenges! Please 
check out the 6 Word Memoirs and Beyond slide deck for more 
information about both challenges as well as the prizes students 
and homerooms can earn. Students received an email this 
week with more information about these events as well. Both 
challenges end Tuesday, February 9th. 

Language Arts  
 

 

Today in language arts, students took their summative test on 
sentence structure. Throughout this unit students learned about 
the different types of sentences and their basic elements. 
Students then applied their understandings to identify and 
revise fragments and run-ons with simple and compound 
sentences. 
 
Furthermore, in quarter three we are concurrently studying 
argument writing. We discussed the differences between 
persuasion and argumentation, and students began dabbling 
with this genre in their digital notebooks. In the coming weeks, 
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we will be delving deeper into argumentation and its writing 
structure. 
 

● Ms. Braun’s Language Arts Daily Posts 
● Mr. Smid’s Language Arts Daily Posts 

 

Literature 

 

In literature, we are currently studying poetry. Students learned 
about poetic devices from their classmates’ group projects; 
each group created a presentation on a different element of 
poetry. Afterward, students were introduced to and analyzed 
sonnets. Students’ recent summative Mid-Point Poetry Quiz 
consisted of both poetic devices and sonnets. 
 
This week students began the exciting second part of our unit in 
which they are exposed to a new, thought-provoking poem 
each day. Students are asked to independently analyze each 
“Poem of the Day”and then join in a class discussion about it. 
Analysis and discussion focus on why the poet selected various 
poetic devices to convey his/her message and, most 
importantly, finding the theme of each poem. Students are 
asked to reflect weekly on one of the themes from the poems 
discussed in class, telling what it is and how they can relate to it. 
 
As a reminder, all students should be reading a personal 
reading book on a consistent basis at home. Additionally, third 
quarter SSR projects are due Friday, March 5th.  
 

● Ms. Braun’s Literature Daily Posts 
 

Honors Literature

 

We have covered 3 poems all centered on the topic of hope. 
The students were broken into 3 teams - one for each poem. 
They then taught the others about their poem.  We are currently 
working on how to compare/contrast poems analytically.   In 
the upcoming weeks we will explore sound devices and 
figurative language and their role in both poetry and music. 
 
I am excited to announce this year we will also be reading a 
novel in verse, A Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds.  

● Mr. Smid’s Honors Literature Daily Posts 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OaNGbWzQayWVffwEAugUHGYb5jUTgR0ZuXs5wMdNPyY/present
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Math 

Math students this week continued in Module 2-Topic C as we 
began Lesson 17 with Two-Step Equations and Tape Diagrams. 
Students spent time on Wednesday doing their i-Ready 
practice lessons and on Tuesday, we wrapped up our three 
latest summative quizzes and Mid Module.  Students were 
encouraged to continue checking PowerSchool and Khan 
Academy to make sure their assignments are all turned in.  I 
continue to post Lesson videos and on Thursday, posted the 
Parent Tip Sheet for Topic C, all on Google Classroom. 

 
 
 

Science 

 

 
We just turned in our Digestive System Summative projects! In 
this project, students tracked their choice of food through their 
digestive system and described what happened to their food 
at each step. If your student is still missing this summative, it is 
very important they work with me to get it completed! We are 
now watching Ratatouille in class to introduce the different 
types of macromolecules that make up our food. Students will 
observe different foods in the movie and categorize them as 
carbs, fats, proteins, or sugars! Once we wrap up the movie as 
an introductory assignment, we will dive into more detail as to 
what makes up these macromolecules and how our bodies use 
them! Our case study, McKenna will be coming back into 
discussion as we explore how her body processes these 
macromolecules as well. 
 

Social Studies 

 
  

Students have been looking into the history and culture of 
Native Americans.  They have been practicing how to figure 
out if a source is reliable or not and have been doing pretty well 
with it.  We will continue to look at the history of North America, 
including the Europeans landing on the east coast of what is 
now the United States.  Students will be having a quiz on Native 
Americans next Thursday, February 11th.  This will be an open 
note quiz, so they can use any class assignments or notes to 
help them complete this.  
 
Please make sure to check PowerSchool for any missing 
assignments.  
 
Social Studies Daily Post 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UCp_ttB68HFeey_dvmDNmKYeUbHyLGaZeFZdcfwSVoE/edit?usp=sharing


AT Math 

We continued our work with Systems of Equations. We worked 
on Substitution and the students were given time to catch up 
on any missing work. My hope is that all students will be caught 
up for 3rd quarter (assignments in January). Next week we will 
be solving Systems using Elimination.  
 
Math Daily Post 
 
 

Spanish 

¡Hola estudiantes y padres! Today we finished up our first large 
writing assessment, where students were asked to write to their 
exchange “host” in a Spanish-speaking country. In this essay, 
students prepared a letter to describe many things about 
themselves, as well as asked questions to find out information 
about the host. We will be wrapping up this unit, and moving 
into our 2nd unit, in which we will learn how to talk more about 
others, describe our families, and compare American family life 
to that of other Spanish-speaking countries.  

French 

 

Coucou!   Class Agenda 
We are continuing unit 1 with a focus on who we are.  Students 
are learning how to describe their personalities as well as their 
likes/dislikes. We have taken many personality tests and 
celebrated many French holidays - l’Epiphanie to la 
Chandeleur to Mardi Gras! 
 
Students have also been practicing all 3 modes of 
communication (speaking, listening, writing) with what they 
have learned 

Exploring Reading 

Students have learned all of the fiction signposts that authors 
use to help us understand stories better! We will be finishing up 
our study of the signposts and moving into Latin/Greek word 
work.  

Exploring Writing 
 

Students have been writing summaries from Key Word Outlines 
and incorporating “dress-ups” to make their writing more 
interesting.  

Exploring Math  We continue to practice concepts learned in Mr. Schmidt’s 
class, as well as work on i-Ready lessons.   

https://sites.google.com/lisle202.org/mr-kim/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H8K-MueJE26LsNjQwrlmG1JvEipnnwFig9LNxbiAch8/edit#slide=id.g918cf3e7da_0_389


FACS 

We are finishing up our final project with our unit on Food trucks. The final 
Food truck is due Friday, Feb. 5. We also started our sewing unit this week. 
We have learned how to use an embroidery hoop, cut embroidery floss, 
thread needles and tie knots. Next week we will begin learning the 10 
hand stitches that can be used for their final sewing project.  

Art 

During the last week of January, we began our drawing unit 
focusing on the element of value.  We started with two skill 
building activities using our graphite drawing pencils and white 
erasers: value scales and shading a sphere.  For their final 
project (starting February 4), students will be composing a work 
of art of their choice, applying their knowledge of value, form, 
and shading techniques. Please continue to check Seesaw to 
view and comment on the wonderful artwork and activities 
your young artist has posted. 

Technology 

We are now moving right along in our Rocketry module.  Those of you 
who are remote learners you should just about have the entire rocket 
built.  Those of you who are hybrid learners, you should be very close as 
well.  This week we got through Session 5.  We will finish the rockets next 
week and launch them near the end of 3rd quarter. 

Band 

 

We are so excited to present our 38th annual Cabaret Night, entitled "Things 
Ain't What They Used to Be," is on Saturday, February 27th! This year's virtual 
rendition of our biggest band program event of the year will be a fun-filled 
evening of food (meal deals at local restaurants!), auction items, raffle prizes, 
and great jazz music from our Junior High and High School jazz bands here in 
Lisle. 
 
 
When: Saturday, February 27th 
The live virtual program will start at 7:00pm 
Where: The comfort of your own home! 
Cost: No ticket fee this year, but donations can be made at 
www.lislecabaretnight.com 
 
The performances will be pre-recorded, so the students can just watch and 
enjoy the show that night. Jazz band students will be working on video 
recordings of their music in the coming weeks. 6th grade students are working 
on Jammin' with Charlie, and 7th/8th grade students are working on Riffin' 
Around and Salsa Caliente. Rhythm section students will be recording as a 
group live during our Thursday after-school practices. Brass and saxophone 
students will be submitting a video of their performance no later than Friday, 
February 19th. 
 
Even though this is a jazz band event, Cabaret Night is typically a fundraiser for 
our entire band program, so we hope that all families will consider joining us 

http://www.lislecabaretnight.com/


even if your child is not in jazz band. Please visit www.lislecabaretnight.com to 
get a preview of the festivities! You can register for the event beginning on 
February 12th. 
   
 
Here is the lesson schedule. This document is updated weekly, 
so feel free to bookmark it. 

Choir 

We returned to in person rehearsals this week! In addition to 
handing out new music and shirts to students who still need 
them, we were able to sing together for the first time in nearly a 
year. What a wonderful experience! 
 
Students will be rehearsing both in person and virtually every 
Tuesday and Thursday moving forward. Please see your email 
for details on rehearsals and payment for shirts. If you have any 
questions, please email Mr. Stellmacher. 
 
Next week, we will start the process of recording our songs for 
the virtual Choral Festival, which we hope to premiere in late 
February. 

Physical Education 

REMINDER:  In-Person Learners will be OUTSIDE DAILY for 30 plus 
minutes!!  Coats, hats, gloves etc should be packed and ready 
to wear in PE.  When students are not in-person learning they 
are required to get 60 minutes of physical activity and fill out 
their logs. These logs are a significant part of their grade.  Stay 
active Lions!  -Mrs. Cerveny, Mr. Lumsden and Mrs Chip   

LRC 
Library Resource Center

 

Want to get a book from the JH library? Students can put books on 
hold online, and Mrs. Broadus will deliver. Check out the online 
catalog to choose your book.  
 
For remote students, I will continue to put them on a shelf inside the 
main doors. For students in the building, I will deliver during lunch. 
 
For more information, check out the JH LRC website. 

ELL 
 

Ms. Ng will be taking a medical leave but still available to help 
students on Monday 7-8PM or Wednesday all day through the 
google Meet from ELL Support Classroom. Ms. Weeks will be the 
substitute teacher and available to help in person.  
 
Parents, send me Remind texts or emails if you have questions. 
 

http://www.lislecabaretnight.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-CxjRRaGXOlduNXbcEGtO9NyXkk4mp0QZnW5FPr-kao/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:jstellmacher@lisle202.org
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/10184
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/10184
https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/library-resource-center
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39


 
 
 
 
 

La Sra. Ng tomará una licencia médica, pero aún estará 
disponible para ayudar a los estudiantes el lunes de 7 a 8 p.m. 
o el miércoles durante todo el día a través de Google Meet de 
ELL Support Classroom. La Sra. Weeks será la maestra sustituta y 
estará disponible para ayudar en persona. 
 
Padres, por favor únase a mi grupo de texto Remind para 
obtener información o traducciones. También puedes enviarme 
un mensaje de texto rápidamente con tus preguntas.  

Student Services 
 

Have a happiness conversation at home. Ask your child(ren) 
about what makes them smile and laugh, what friends and 
family bring them joy, what activities bring them to the present 
moment and make them lose track of time, and what goals 
they have accomplished. Happiness takes effort and 
connection with each other (Go Strengths, 2021). 

Contact Us! We love it! 
Language Arts and Literature 
Katherine Braun: kbraun@lisle202.org 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
Natalie Oros:noros@lisle202.org 
 
Math 
(AT) Paul Kim: pkim@lisle202.org 
Michael Schmidt: mschmidt@lisle202.org 
 
Science 
Natalie Keigher: nkeigher@lisle202.org Ms. Keigher is on leave and her sub will be Ms. Jessica 
Glow jglow@lisle202.org 
 
Social Studies 
Jaime Miller: jmiller@lisle202.org  
 
Physical Education 
Karen Cerveny: kcerveny@lisle202.org 

https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
mailto:kbraun@lisle202.org
mailto:jsmid@lisle202.org
mailto:noros@lisle202.org
mailto:pkim@lisle202.org
mailto:mschmidt@lisle202.org
mailto:nkeigher@lisle202.org
mailto:jglow@lisle202.org
mailto:jmiller@lisle202.org
mailto:kcerveny@lisle202.org


Becky Chiappetta: rchiappetta@lisle202.org 
Jason Lumsden: jlumsden@lisle202.org 
 
French 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
 
Spanish 
Kasie Dembowski: kdembowski@lisle202.org 
 
Band 
Dan Schraub: dschraub@lisle202.org  
Choir 
Jim Stellmacher: jstellmacher@lisle202.org  
 
Exploratory  
Sharon Byrne, Family and Consumer Science (FACS): sbyrne@lisle202.org Ms. Byrne is on leave. 
Her substitute is Ms. Anne Breeden: abreeden@lisle202.org  
Celeste McIntyre, Art: cmcintyre@lisle202.org 
Pete Meyer, Technology: pmeyer@lisle202.org 
Jason Wiertel, Advanced Computer Skills, Entrepreneurship: jwiertel@lisle202.org 
 
ELL 
Joanna Shum: jng@lisle202.org 
Ms. Shum’s substitute is Ms. Dawn Weeks: dweeks@lisle202.org 
 
Librarian 
Gretchen Broadus: gbroadus@lisle202.org  
 
Student Services 
Betty Cornfield, Inclusion Facilitator: bcornfield@lisle202.org  
Lauren Malcolm, Social Worker:  lmalcolm@lisle202.org 
Jennifer Reband, Psychologist: jreband@lisle202.org  
Chrysan Rankin, Social Worker: crankin@lisle202.org 
Jason Grau, Special Education Teacher and Facilitator: jgrau@lisle202.org 
Alexis Veliotis, Occupational Therapist: aveliotis@lisle202.org 
Helen Creagan, Physical Therapist: hcreagan@lisle202.org  
 
Speech-Pathologist 
Elena Pivek, epivek@lisle202.org 
 
Nurse 
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Patti DeNichols: pdenichols@lisle202.org  
 
Administration 
Principal, Dave Kearney: dkearney@lisle202.org 
Assistant Principal, Tor Erickson: terickson@lisle202.org 
Intervention Specialist, Lindsay Norwood: lnorwood@lisle202.org 
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