
7th Grade Newsletter
Lisle Junior High School March 19, 2021

What’s Happening in Class?

Helpful Links

Homework Hotline PowerSchool Parent Portal

Lisle 202 Guide to Online Tech Tools

Tech Support Assistance Request Form

SmartPass Student Tutorial

PowerSchool Student Login Tutorial

Google Meet
Information

Click here to access an overview of Google Meet.

Please click here to access Lisle 202's Online Guide to Educational
Technology. Under the G-Suite for Education menu, click on Google

Meet for additional information and resources.

News You Can Use

The Inspire staff was blown away by the 18 masterpieces we
received in response to our cover contest for volume two. We
are asking for the help of students and staff in deciding which
piece of art should adorn the cover of our upcoming edition!
Students can place their vote using this form before 3pm on
Wednesday, March 24th.

Additionally, Inspire is still open to submissions! We will be
accepting submissions through Tuesday, April 13th. We are
always looking for new creative writing (fiction and nonfiction),
poetry/songs, and artwork. Visit our website to submit, and feel
free to email Ms. Braun (kbraun@lisle202.org) if you have any
questions. Have fun creating!

Language Arts

In LA class, students are currently working on writing an
argumentative essay on whether plastic water bottles should
be banned or not. Students have been working on argument
writing throughout third quarter, and now they will compile their
argumentation skills as they complete a full length piece.

https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/online-homework-hotline
https://lislecusd202.powerschool.com/public/home.html
http://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMZG_pi32cs0mMJpQHF0ll9vBkvn8uR4FjXb87G8su9bCkrw/viewform
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1m1yULiiBrAXBX5U3sMD6ALbB2qYqGd47/view
https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/579b221e4a42b7fc1d345b60579bdfb700ad5b16?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FPowerSchoolOverview202&userId=1437045&signature=137eb136b4fd71f1
http://bit.ly/PTConferenceMeet2
https://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdX1q5i1KTJ28MhMgXYvuDp4WmGOnHtW3KV7Db5RajIxvaYiQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://tinyurl.com/inspireljhs
mailto:kbraun@lisle202.org


Students first started with gathering and evaluating research on
the topic. Then, they analyzed their evidence, taking a side and
creating a thesis to guide their essay. At this point, students
should have completed three body paragraphs: two supportive
of their chosen side and one which contains a
counterargument and rebuttal. Next week students will write
their introductions and conclusions. Then, they will revise, using
their rubrics as guides. The entire summative argumentative
piece is due on Friday, March 26th, the last day before spring
break.

● Ms. Braun’s Language Arts Daily Posts
● Mr. Smid’s Language Arts Daily Posts

Literature

This week in literature we started the novel Walk Two Moons by
Sharon Creech. This is our first of two novel studies for the school
year. On Monday, the novel was introduced, and students
learned about “frame narratives” and “coming of age novels”;
both of these categorizations describe our current novel.

Each week, students will be expected to read eleven chapters
(about 65 pages) in the novel as well as fill out analysis
questions. They will be given class time to do so but should also
be reading and working at home. On Fridays, students will meet
with breakout groups to discuss their reading and their analysis
questions. Afterward, there will be a whole class discussion, and
students will turn in their close reading question documents.
One of their analysis questions each week will be taken for a
five point summative grade.

Here is the tentative timeline for reading the novel:
● Rotation #1

○ March 15-18 (M-Th): Read chapters 1-11 & finish
analysis questions

○ March 19 (F): Discuss section & turn-in questions for
a summative grade

● Rotation #2
○ March 22-25 (M-Th): Read chapters 12-22 & finish

analysis questions
○ March 26 (F): Discuss section & turn-in questions for

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OaNGbWzQayWVffwEAugUHGYb5jUTgR0ZuXs5wMdNPyY/present
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1esNU0G1-h3p1php6Hlojldw8xGzFEtchvFvQb0mApgM/edit#slide=id.g9465d8eb03_0_1973


a summative grade

● Rotation #3
○ April 6-8 (Tu-Th): Read chapters 23-33 & finish

analysis questions
○ April 9 (F): Discuss section & turn-in questions for a

summative grade

● Rotation #4
○ April 12-15 (M-Th): Read chapters 34-44 & finish

analysis questions
○ April 16 (F): Discuss section & turn-in questions for a

summative grade

After finishing the novel, students will engage in a project of
their choosing. More information on this is forthcoming.

● Ms. Braun’s Literature Daily Posts

Honors Literature These 2 weeks before break students will be exploring the novel
in verse, (Long Way Down).  We will continue to talk about how
form and structure affect reading and rhythm.  We also will be
exploring figurative language and theme.

With this novel, students will engage in thought-provoking
discussions and reflections around topics of revenge, justice,
and grief.

● Mr. Smid’s Honors Literature Daily Posts

Math

Math students were given their Module 3 book and have
begun exploring the first three Lessons this week. The title of this
module is “Expressions and Equations” and will build on some
concepts that were covered in the previous two modules.
There will not be a summative assessment prior to break, but we
should be able to conclude Topic A in Module 3 before leaving
for Spring Break.  Upon returning in April, we will do some review
and have our first summative assessment that Friday.

Science

In Science, we just diagnosed our case study, McKenna, with
Celiac disease. We came up with a treatment plan and
explored how her body systems are related to the body systems
of animals.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dT2stounxO4z0C7jAFmj1vDayi1K4yZNIU84_qrFchA/present
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1b5ENA9zOuznBCiaF4eRAOIyCekPa5BcXIRAsOCShRpU/edit?usp=sharing


In our next unit, we will continue to connect different organisms
to our living world. We will start by organizing how atoms make
up everything, and dive into an introductory lesson on
photosynthesis. The Open Sci Ed unit will continue after spring
break and build upon plant systems and gas exchange.

Social Studies
We started learning about the first two English settlements in the
colonies in North America.  Students looked at a primary
document on what happened to the colony of Roanoke. They
practiced analyzing this document using historical thinking skills.
Students will learn about Jamestown, Virginia and the struggles
that occurred in keeping this colony alive in the coming weeks.
Moving forward we will continue to learn about the Thirteen
Colonies and how they came to be.

Please make sure to check PowerSchool for any missing
assignments.

Social Studies Daily Post

AT Math On Tuesday 3/16, the students took the Module 5 Topic B QUIZ
(Lessons 9-11). We will begin our review for the Module 5 End of
Module Test which will be on Tuesday, 3/23. We will begin Module 6
after Spring Break.

Math Daily Post

Spanish

¡Hola estudiantes y padres! We are about half way through our
second semester unit on la familia. This unit will take us through
the end of the year. As we continue to build our
communication skills on this topic, we are also reviewing

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UCp_ttB68HFeey_dvmDNmKYeUbHyLGaZeFZdcfwSVoE/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/lisle202.org/mr-kim/home


important grammar concepts this week before break.

Please remember to bring a chromebook charger to class. By
9th period, chromebooks are often dead. Students without
chromebooks/chargers will be required to complete that day's
assignment by hand to be turned in.

French

Salut, mes amis! Class Agenda
We are ending Unit 1 with listening, speaking, and writing
summatives that cover all the concepts we have covered this
year from introducing oneself to sharing out one’s interests.  We
will use the week before spring break to create study guides
and tools to prepare and we will take these exams after break.

Exploring Reading

Students are continuing their nonfiction unit. They will be
digging into nonfiction and learning signposts as well as fix-it
strategies to help them navigate nonfiction texts in all classes.

Exploring Writing
Students have been working hard in Exploring Writing! We are
still working on Unit 3: Summarizing a Narrative. This unit not only
works on their writing skills, but it also helps students with their
literary analysis skills.

Exploring Math We continue to practice concepts learned in Mr. Schmidt’s
class, as well as work on i-Ready lessons.

FACS

Students are continuing to work on our Hand Embroidery project this
week.  We have talked about what we want to do with the rest of our
semester and we will be working in the courtyard garden, designing a
dream bedroom design and trying to do some more individual cooking
labs as best we can with the Covid restrictions we have in place.  Grades
for Quarter 3 must be in by Monday morning so if your student is missing
any work and they can get it to me by Saturday I will kindly still grade it
and adjust their grades.

Art

Last week, students completed their Eye Drawing projects that focused
on drawing realistically and adding value with their choice of media.  It is
so interesting and wonderful to see how different and creative everyone’s
pieces are!

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H8K-MueJE26LsNjQwrlmG1JvEipnnwFig9LNxbiAch8/edit#slide=id.g918cf3e7da_0_389


This week we also started our Watercolor Painting unit.  Students explored
and experimented with sixteen different watercolor painting techniques
by making a sampler.   They are currently working on an independent
composition that focuses on balancing the use of positive and negative
space, as well as uses value and more than three different watercolor
painting techniques that they learned.   Paintings should be completed
early next week.
After complete, we will be transitioning to our Digital Photography unit.
Students will need to be able to upload their photos into their Google
Drive, therefore the devices they can use for this unit are as follows: cell
phone, tablet, digital camera, or Chromebook.  No Polaroid or SLR
cameras can be used. If students do not have access to their own device
or a family member’s device, they will be using the webcam on their
Chromebook for their camera.  In this unit, we will be focusing on
composition in photography.  I am encouraging my students to take
photos during Spring Break. We will continue the unit after Spring Break.

Technology

This week we completed our Let’s Get Moving - Tractor Trailer
invention.  We all built a tractor and trailer and tried to move
hunks of clay.  The trick is these tractors were only powered by
the air from a balloon.  We had many successful trys and
learned a lot about the engineering process of trial and error
along the way!

Band
Thank you to all of our students who have submitted their videos
for our virtual band concert! The students had videos to submit
for the songs Prestissimo and Two British Folk Songs. These videos
are due Friday, March 19th, but I can still accept them until
early next week. I want as many kids as possible to be involved.
We will be emailing out a link to our 2021 Virtual District Band
Festival next week on Thursday!

We will be sending out more information next week with plans
for our return to live playing after spring break. If you didn’t get
a chance to read our March newsletter, we went into a little
more detail about what that will look like.

Choir

Our Virtual Lisle Choral Festival is complete! Watch the concert
at this link. We have started working on “Pops” music for our
May performance. Music packets are available for remote
students in the entry at LJHS.

Physical Education REMINDER: In-Person Learners will be OUTSIDE DAILY for 30 plus
minutes!!  Coats, hats, gloves etc should be packed and ready

https://www.smore.com/sw13v
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbsnpV1wROU&list=PL6PtuKEx-_qVx_kiMxjb0tGzimchwHCvF


to wear in PE.  When students are not in-person learning they
are required to get 60 minutes of physical activity and fill out
their logs. These logs are a significant part of their grade.  Stay
active Lions!  -Mrs. Cerveny, Mr. Lumsden and Mrs Chip

LRC
Library Resource Center

Want to get a book from the JH library? Students can put books on
hold online, and Mrs. Broadus will deliver. Check out the online
catalog to choose your book.

For remote students, I will leave them on a shelf inside the main doors.
For students in the building, I will deliver during lunch.

For more information, check out the JH LRC website.

ELL

Ms. Ng will be taking a medical leave but still available to help
students on Monday 7-8PM or Wednesday all day through the
google Meet from ELL Support Classroom. Ms. Weeks will be the
substitute teacher and available to help in person.

Parents, send me Remind texts or emails if you have questions.

La Sra. Ng tomará una licencia médica, pero aún estará
disponible para ayudar a los estudiantes el lunes de 7 a 8 p.m.
o el miércoles durante todo el día a través de Google Meet de
ELL Support Classroom. La Sra. Weeks será la maestra sustituta y
estará disponible para ayudar en persona.

Padres, por favor únase a mi grupo de texto Remind para
obtener información o traducciones. También puedes enviarme
un mensaje de texto rápidamente con tus preguntas.

Student Services

Conversations are especially important during this time as
students seek an outlet to process their feelings surrounding  the
pandemic. They need to feel heard and understood. Check
out this link for a few helpful conversational tips!
https://howrightnow.org/talk

Contact Us! We love it!
Language Arts and Literature
Katherine Braun: kbraun@lisle202.org

https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/10184
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/10184
https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/library-resource-center
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://howrightnow.org/talk
mailto:kbraun@lisle202.org


Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org
Natalie Oros:noros@lisle202.org

Math
(AT) Paul Kim: pkim@lisle202.org
Michael Schmidt: mschmidt@lisle202.org

Science
Natalie Keigher: nkeigher@lisle202.org Ms. Keigher is on leave and her sub will be Ms. Jessica
Glow jglow@lisle202.org

Social Studies
Jaime Miller: jmiller@lisle202.org

Physical Education
Karen Cerveny: kcerveny@lisle202.org
Becky Chiappetta: rchiappetta@lisle202.org
Jason Lumsden: jlumsden@lisle202.org

French
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org

Spanish
Kasie Dembowski: kdembowski@lisle202.org

Band
Dan Schraub: dschraub@lisle202.org
Choir
Jim Stellmacher: jstellmacher@lisle202.org

Exploratory
Sharon Byrne, Family and Consumer Science (FACS): sbyrne@lisle202.org Ms. Byrne is on leave.
Her substitute is Ms. Anne Breeden: abreeden@lisle202.org
Celeste McIntyre, Art: cmcintyre@lisle202.org
Pete Meyer, Technology: pmeyer@lisle202.org
Jason Wiertel, Advanced Computer Skills, Entrepreneurship: jwiertel@lisle202.org

ELL
Joanna Shum: jng@lisle202.org
Ms. Shum’s substitute is Ms. Dawn Weeks: dweeks@lisle202.org

Librarian
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Gretchen Broadus: gbroadus@lisle202.org

Student Services
Betty Cornfield, Inclusion Facilitator: bcornfield@lisle202.org
Lauren Malcolm, Social Worker: lmalcolm@lisle202.org
Jennifer Reband, Psychologist: jreband@lisle202.org
Chrysan Rankin, Social Worker: crankin@lisle202.org
Jason Grau, Special Education Teacher and Facilitator: jgrau@lisle202.org
Alexis Veliotis, Occupational Therapist: aveliotis@lisle202.org
Helen Creagan, Physical Therapist: hcreagan@lisle202.org

Speech-Pathologist
Elena Pivek, epivek@lisle202.org

Nurse
Patti DeNichols: pdenichols@lisle202.org

Administration
Principal, Dave Kearney: dkearney@lisle202.org
Assistant Principal, Tor Erickson: terickson@lisle202.org
Intervention Specialist, Lindsay Norwood: lnorwood@lisle202.org
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