
6th Grade January Newsletter 
 

 

 
What’s going on this month in each of my child’s classes? 

Math In January, students will be working through Module 3 (Rational Numbers).  This begins by talking 
about the “negative” side of the math world:  Negative numbers, Integers, Absolute Value, and the 
meaning behind those concepts.  It continues into all types of Real numbers (positive numbers, 
negative numbers, decimals, fractions, zero, or any combination of those categories). 
 
Please help your students keep up with the work.  The main issues have been late Khan Academy 
assignments.  Mastering skills doesn’t happen when the practice doesn’t keep taking place! 

AT Math Students in AT Math will begin Module 3 when we return from break.  In Module 3, the FOCUS 
GRADE-LEVEL STANDARDS are: 
Expressions & Equations 
7.EE.B.4 | 7.EE.B.3 | 7.EE.A.2 | 7.EE.A.1 
Geometry 
7.G.B.6 | 7.G.B.4 | 7.G.B.5 
Solve real-life and mathematical problems involving angle measure, area, surface area, and volume. 
7.G.B.6 | 7.G.B.4 | 7.G.B.5 
Solve real-life and mathematical problems using numerical and algebraic expressions and equations. 
7.EE.B.4 | 7.EE.B.3 
Use properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 
7.EE.A.2 | 7.EE.A.1 
This is one of the longest modules of the year in terms of lessons and days.  With that said, I have 
approximately the end of February as the completion day for this module. 

Social Studies In January, students will continue to learn about ancient Greece. Our main focus will be to look at 
contributions/achievements and leaders. Check Homework Hotline for specific due dates as we will 
wrap up our unit sometime this month. 

Science In January, our sixth grade scientists will also be engineers!  We are beginning a recently released 
unit of study, How can containers keep stuff from warming up or cooling down?  This unit on 
thermal energy transfer begins with students testing whether a new plastic cup sold by a store keeps 
a drink colder for longer compared to the regular plastic cup that comes free with the drink.   
 
This unit continues our work from the fall in building students’ ability to engage in all the science 
and engineering practices as well as developing the students’ ability to recognize the presence of the 
crosscutting concepts.  The unit builds on our understanding of light (MS-PS4-2) and builds toward 
the following NGSS Performance Expectations (PEs): MS-PS1-4*, MS-PS3-3, MS-PS3-4, MS-PS3-
5, MS-PS4-2*, MS-ETS1-4.   

Language Arts During January students will continue exploring the writing process with a shifting focus to 
argument writing. Commonly confused words will be an area of focus in grammar.  Please encourage 
independent practice and mastery of grammatical skills by using No Red Ink and IXL. 

https://learn.teachingchannel.com/video/science-engineering-practices-achieve
https://learn.teachingchannel.com/video/science-engineering-practices-achieve
https://www.teachingchannel.org/video/crosscutting-concepts-achieve
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS.SPM%205.21.13with%20footer.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS.E%205.15.13With%20Footer.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS.E%205.15.13With%20Footer.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS.E%205.15.13With%20Footer.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS.E%205.15.13With%20Footer.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS.WER%205.15.13With%20Footer.pdf
https://www.nextgenscience.org/sites/default/files/MS-ED%2004.09.14.pdf


Literature In January, literature students will explore mythology as an interdisciplinary unit with their social 
studies class. Focus standards will include exploring cultural values in myths, characteristics of 
myths, cause/effect, compare/contrast, and making inferences.  

AT Literature In January all AT literature students will explore Greek Mythology with an emphasis on the role 
heroism plays in modern and ancient literature.  The students will explore the essential questions:  
How does one define a hero? and Does a hero have to be a good person? 

Physical 
Education 

Mr. Lumsden’s 8th period PE class will start Health at the beginning of the 3rd quarter. Our 
curriculum focuses around the wellness triangle of social, physical, and mental/emotional health. 
Guest presenters include ThinkFirst (Northwestern Medicine Spinal Cord/Brain Injury Prevention) 
and the Woodridge/Lisle Fire Department (hands only CPR and home/personal safety). 
 
We will also discuss depression awareness using the Erika’s Lighthouse evidence-based curriculum.  
PE classes will continue with indoor units including fitness/heart-rate work, badminton, and hockey.  
 
Please check with your PE student each week to make sure they are bringing their uniform home to 
be washed! 

Art January is the start of the 3rd quarter Exploratory Art! Students are starting by making a work of 
art for our personal gallery (in the classroom).  They will need to bring a pencil with them daily.  The 
first week students will receive an expectations sheet with more information.  This will need to be 
signed and returned.  They will also construct a sketchbook and receive their sketchbook assignment 
guide.  More information about that will be given later that week on Google Classroom, as well as 
information about standards based grading. We will also use Seesaw to post photos of our art and for 
assessment purposes. 

Band  Our December concert was a success, and we’ll begin working this month on preparing for our next 
performance on Tuesday, March 24th.  Mr. Schraub will begin working in lessons with students on 
their solo selections for the Solo & Ensemble Festival on Saturday, February 29th.  

 
 

**Please refer to Homework Hotline for daily assignments and specific due dates. 
**Please refer to the 6th Grade Resources for resources such as textbook links, homework help, and updates.   

 

  

https://www.erikaslighthouse.org/
https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/online-homework-hotline
http://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/academics/6th-grade


Important Dates 
 
 
 

 
 

**Please refer to LJHS Calendar for up-to-date LJHS calendar information. 

 

 

 

 

Please Note… 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

December 24 - January 4: Winter Break 

January 17: School Improvement Day - Early Dismissal - Students 11:30 am 

January 21:  Martin Luther King Birthday - No School 

 

Student’s supplies may be dwindling!  If possible, check with your child 
regarding pens and pencils, paper, notebooks, etc.  
 
If your child needs supplies and you are unable to provide these supplies, 
please reach out to the guidance office. 

http://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/about-our-school/junior-high-calendar


Contact Information 
Main Office - 630.493.8200 
Attendance - 630.493.8299 

 
Intervention Specialist - 630.493.8285 

Nurse - 630.493.8215 
 

Core Teachers Subject Email Phone Number 

Jessica Aurilio  Inclusion Facilitator jaurilio@lisle202.org  630.493.8297 

Marie Cerny Inclusion Facilitator lnorwood@lisle202.org  630.493.8283 

Karen Cerveny Physical Education kcerveny@lisle202.org  630.493.8262 

Rebecca Chiappetta Physical Education rchiappetta@lisle202.org  630.493.8259 

Mike Schmidt AT Math mschmidt@lisle202.org  630.493.8232 

Mary Klepper English mklepper@lisle202.org  630.493.8235 

Jason Lumsden Physical Education jlumsden@lisle202.org  630.493.8260 

Rob McLear Math rmclear@lisle202.org  630.493.8233 

Kelli Nelson English & AT Literature knelson@lisle202.org  630.493.8224 

Aimee Park Science apark@lisle202.org  630.493.8240 

Erica Pilon  Social Studies epilon@lisle202.org  630.493.8253 

Patricia Stevens  English pstevens@lisle202.org  630.493.8225 

Vince Slowiak English vslowiak@lisle202.org  630.493.8227 

Exploratory Teachers Subject Email Phone Number 

Naomi Copeland  Chorus ncopeland@lisle202.org  630.493.8276 

Emmy Bossenga Exploring Math ebossenga@lisle202.org  630.493.8230 

Sharon Byrne Family Consumer Science sbyrne@lisle202.org  630.493.8278 

Mary Klepper Exploring Reading mklepper@lisle202.org 630.493.8235 

Celeste McIntyre Art cmcintyre@lisle202.org  630.493.8279 

Joanne Ng English Language Learners jng@lisle202.org  630.493.8286 

Phillip Meyer Band pmeyer2@lisle202.org  630.493.8377/8121 

Dan Schraub Music dschraub@lisle202.org 630.493.8275 

Jason Wiertel Advanced Computer Skills jwiertel@lisle202.org  630.493.8256 
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