
 

7th Grade  Newsletter 

 
Lisle Junior High School  September 11, 2020 

 
 

What’s Happening in Class? 

News You Can Use 
Homework Hotline        PowerSchool Parent Portal 

Lisle 202 Guide to Online Tech Tools 
Tech Support Assistance Request Form 

iReady Diagnostic 
Assessment 

Students began taking the iReady Diagnostic Assessment this 
Wednesday.  Many students did not finish, therefore, we will be 

continuing with the iReady Diagnostic Assessment next Wednesday, 
September 16th.  If your child was unable to finish, they will be given 
time Wednesday morning to continue testing.  If your child was able 
to finish, they will get an opportunity to check in with their classroom 
teachers and begin lessons on each of their individual learning paths 
provided by iReady.  For more information, please see the following 

links: 
 

 i-ReadyCentral.com/FamilyCenter 

i-Ready Overview for Families 

i-Ready Diagnostic FAQ 

Checklist for Administering the i-Ready Diagnostic at Home 
 

Language Arts 

This week we continued working in our digital notebook as well 
as practiced sending polite emails to learn more about each 
other and how to effectively communicate electronically.  We 
also started our first grammar unit: commonly confused words.  
 

● Ms. Braun’s Language Arts Daily Posts 
● Mr. Smid’s Language Arts Daily Posts 

 

https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/online-homework-hotline
https://lislecusd202.powerschool.com/public/home.html
http://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMZG_pi32cs0mMJpQHF0ll9vBkvn8uR4FjXb87G8su9bCkrw/viewform
http://www.i-readycentral.com/familycenter
https://i-readycentral.com/download/?res=479&view_pdf=1
https://i-readycentral.com/download/?res=16754&view_pdf=1
https://www.curriculumassociates.com/-/media/mainsite/files/i-ready/iready-administering-the-iready-diagnostic-at-home-during-a-school-closure-2020.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OaNGbWzQayWVffwEAugUHGYb5jUTgR0ZuXs5wMdNPyY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CtxRWgXUhmg1qK6kfHnXu8nIkY5WTVvdlaoaFvwflvI/edit#slide=id.g9465d8eb03_0_1973


Literature/Honors 
Literature 

This week literature classes reviewed the various book genres 
and their characteristics.  We also continued to explore book 
titles and discussed the benefits of independent reading. All 
seventh grade students must have a high-interest book to read 
at home by September 16. Curbside library book pickup is 
available every Wednesday at the junior high.  Please check 
out how to place a hold here. 
 

● Ms. Braun’s Literature Daily Posts 
● Mrs. Oros's Literature Daily Post 
● Mr. Smid’s Honors Literature Daily Posts 

Math 

This week students took the iReady Diagnostic Assessment (see 
above) on Wednesday and continued to work on Module 1 in 
their Eureka math book.  I have been assigning Problem Sets 
and Exit Tickets using the ASSISTments platform.  These are 
digital copies of the questions in their book, but do require the 
students to do more writing as they have separate questions to 
explain their thoughts.  I will continue to utilize Khan Academy 
as a resource and we will be taking our first summative quiz next 
week. 

Science

 

Scientists shared their thoughts on their preferences for group 
work and we attempted breakout Google Meets.  After much 
experimentation, I think we found our hack to make it work - 
now scientists can both chat with a small group AND the larger 
group.   
 
5th and 8th periods began our first unit today: Bath Bombs - 
How can we make something new that was not there before? 
It is important that students BE scientists and figure out how bath 
bombs work.  If you have knowledge of the chemistry behind 
them, please don’t explain it right away -  let your 7th grade 
scientists share their journey with you as they make sense of the 
phenomenon.  Thanks so much! :) 
 
Daily information for my classes (a little more detail than 
homework hotline) can be found in my Daily Posts: 

● 7th Grade Science Resources & Daily Posts 20-21 (Periods 
1, 2, 4) 

● 7th Grade Science Resources & Daily Posts 20-21 (Periods 
5 & 8) 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CtviWiwg4CQ2bi-pzyzGD7vgaIzE9A3j/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dT2stounxO4z0C7jAFmj1vDayi1K4yZNIU84_qrFchA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hkah-DUy3gRhkx_yfUfmry7lOAvfrHDrYZ2stzBPMZA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-HthyL5Sr6ysQLT_YOv1cg9-v-fMgxGeEX9Zz9DDVLI/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VLHb8GWzUIwn9u6UfrKS_-tzEjhdnTsUhPYFK7shiFI/edit#slide=id.g8304420cbd_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VLHb8GWzUIwn9u6UfrKS_-tzEjhdnTsUhPYFK7shiFI/edit#slide=id.g8304420cbd_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HcFKRox-JkOcqKBBwbTu61blCFbhaNlC8lGa9W3uEnc/edit#
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HcFKRox-JkOcqKBBwbTu61blCFbhaNlC8lGa9W3uEnc/edit#


Social Studies 
 

 
  

This week in social studies we voted on what expectations we 
should put in our class contract.  Students then created their 
own Google Slide with the expectations on there and some 
pictures to go along with them.  I will put these into one slide 
show and have links up on the Daily Post after this weekend. We 
also journaled and discussed September 11th and watched a 
BrainPOP and CNN10 that helped explain what happened on 
this day in 2001. Please check PowerSchool for any missing 
assignments.  
 
Social Studies Daily Post 

AT Math 

 
We will be doing Module 4 Lessons 5 and 6 next week. I will send out 
an email once I enter your child’s grade. So far, the grades only 
consist of Problem Sets and Exit Tickets. They are done online through 
Google Classroom.  
 
The Lessons will continue to investigate the concepts of Linear 
Equations. Please take a look at the Math Daily Post for videos, 
announcements, and due dates. 
 
Math Daily Post 
 
 

Spanish 

¡Hola estudiantes y padres! This week we spent our time 
practicing the first three targets: greetings, introductions, and 
states of being. We also explored the Spanish alphabet and 
talked about word pronunciation. We will continue to work on 
these targets in addition to adding numbers and birthdays next 
week!  

French 
 

Salut!  Class Agenda 
 
We are continuing our exploration of our first three targets→ 
greetings, names, and states of being.  Our goal this week was 
to also memorize the French alphabet. Students signed up for 
our class Quizlet:  a place where all our vocabulary will be 
posted to review and study.   
 

Exploring Reading  Students continued to explore the signpost of Contrasts and 
Contradictions which helps us make inferences about a character’s 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UCp_ttB68HFeey_dvmDNmKYeUbHyLGaZeFZdcfwSVoE/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/lisle202.org/mr-kim/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PN16ki9DmNCPsy79yY23CJSoQnXMS-32u9NYA2L-UiM/edit#slide=id.g82abee7c50_0_422


personality or a prediction on a future behavior. Students also found a 
book on Epic that they can read and look for the signposts we learn.  

Exploring Writing 

Students continued to create key word outlines this week using 
important details  from a text.  Students also practiced their 
public speaking skills by recording their retellings on Flipgrid 
using their keyword outlines as a guide.  

Exploring Math 

We have been discussing and practicing concepts learned in 
Mr. Schmidt’s math class. Students also took the i-Ready 
diagnostic this week and will now begin working more with this 
program. 

 
Reading 

On Wednesday we took our i-Ready reading and math 
assessment.  Next week, Mrs. Broadus will come  in to talk to our 
class about library check out, and we will continue to read and 
discuss “The One and Only Ivan”. 

FACS 

This week we finalized plans for our hand embroidery projects 
and I picked up all the supplies for our first hands-on projects. 
I will spend the weekend putting FACS supply kits together for 
each student.  Weather permitting, FACS supply pick-up will 
be outside the main office on Monday, September 14 
between 1:30 and 3:00pm .  You should be able to just drive 
up, give your name to Mr. Kearney and you will get the supply 
package with your specific supplies in it!  I am really excited 
for us to begin our hands on learning!!  If you are unable to 
make supply pick up, email me and let me know so we can 
make alternate arrangements.  sbyrne@lisle202.org   
(I have a few students who did not get their sewing plan to me today, so 
please check in with your student and ask if they did their supply choices 
with me today.  If not, they have until Sunday night to email me with a 
detailed plan of everything they need or they will be given a 
teacher-planned project instead of their own.) 

Art 

This week we continued working on our final Mad Libs drawings.  We used 
breakout art studios for virtual small groups and 1-on-1 teacher assistance. 
This will be our new normal for studio work time.  
We are using Seesaw as our digital portfolio, our way of posting artwork 
both in-progress and finished. Please log in and check out what artwork 
your artist has created.  Our first final artwork post (Mad Libs drawing) is 
due by 3pm on Friday, September 11.  
 

mailto:sbyrne@lisle202.org


Technology 

This week we have learned about Brainstorming and how to do this with a 
slant towards engineering.  We have a fun assignment called 3D 
Brainstorming that we are working on.  The idea is to gather a bunch of 
random household items such as: string, paper plates, foil, rubber bands, 
tape, glue, paper etc… and make a piece of technology.  It does not have 
to actually work.  These are only replicas. 
 

Band 

Our full group classes are up and running and students should be 
practicing the songs Alamo and Air Force One. The goal is to record 
these songs and present a virtual Veterans Day concert in November. 
All students will have a subscription to the SMartMusic program. This is 
a fantastic interactive music practice software that will allow for kids 
to play at home and still get the full band room experience. Students 
should use SmartMusic to practice at least twice per week for 20 
minutes during asynchronous learning time.  
 
Our lessons started this week and they are off to a good start!. Here is 
the lesson schedule. It gets updated every Friday afternoon for the 
following week. 
 
Have a great weekend! Go Bears!- Mr. Schraub 

Choir 

We have finally gotten into “rehearsal mode” during 
synchronous school time.  We are starting our first piece, “Let 
Me Ride”. Students are able to start practicing on their own 
during asynchronous time.  Several different practice tracks and 
sample performance videos are available in our Google 
Classroom.  Grab your music, hit play, and sing along!  Again, 
as a reminder, we have class on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
during 9th period.  Make sure to find a quiet space for our 
classes, and headphones might be really helpful. 

Physical Education 

We have started our 1st Unit of Study-The 5 Health-Related Fitness 
Components.  We will spend about a week on each component 
talking about their definition, how to use them to enhance physical 
activity and introducing workouts that get us MOVING during our 
Google Meets.  REMINDER: The Fitness Log for September’s 
Asynchronous Learning days are available in your students’ Google 
Classroom, and should be filled out twice a week.   Stay Active 
Lions!-Mrs. Cerveny, Mr. Lumsden and Mrs Chip   

ELL 
 

If you need translations, join this group with your cell phone 
number: https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39 
Si necesita traducciones, únase a este grupo con tu número de 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-CxjRRaGXOlduNXbcEGtO9NyXkk4mp0QZnW5FPr-kao/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-CxjRRaGXOlduNXbcEGtO9NyXkk4mp0QZnW5FPr-kao/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39


celular: https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39 
 
Students, join my ELL Help Corner. I am online through this 
Google Meet on M-F at 8-9AM and 2-3PM to help with your 
school work.  
 
Parents, please join my Remind text group for information or 
translations. You can quickly text me questions too.  
 
If you need help with technology, food, clothing, supplies, 
please contact me. 
 
Estudiantes, por favor únase a mi ELL Help Corner. Estoy en línea 
a través de este Google Meet de lunes a viernes de 8 a 9 a.m. y 
de 2 a 3 p.m. para ayudar con su trabajo escolar. 
 
Padres, por favor únase a mi grupo de texto Remind para 
obtener información o traducciones. También puedes enviarme 
un mensaje de texto rápidamente con tus preguntas.  
 
Si necesita ayuda con tecnología, comida, ropa, suministros, 
comuníquese conmigo. 

LRC 
Library Resource Center 

 

We started curbside pick-up this week! I’m so excited to be able to 
get books out to students again! 
 
For more information, check out the JH LRC website. 
 

Student Services 
 

How is school going?! We are here for you and want to help. If 
you need to speak with someone, please remember you can 
use your Student Services Request Form on Symbaloo.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Troubleshooting Technology 

https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTI3NjQ5MDIwMzky?cjc=b6d37i7
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTI3NjQ5MDIwMzky?cjc=b6d37i7
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/library-resource-center


Chromebook Fix 

There have been instances in which students have experienced 
Chromebook lags, Meets not opening, etc. If this happens, please try the 
following: 
 
1. Open Chrome, 
2. Hit Ctrl+H 
3. In the left hit Clear Browsing Data 
4. Change the time range to All Time. 
5. Leave all other settings alone 
6. Hit clear data. 

 
 
 

Contact Us! We love it! 
Language Arts and Literature 
Katherine Braun: kbraun@lisle202.org 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
Natalie Oros:noros@lisle202.org 
 
Math 
(AT) Paul Kim: pkim@lisle202.org 
Michael Schmidt: mschmidt@lisle202.org 
 
Science 
Natalie Keigher: nkeigher@lisle202.org 
 
Social Studies 
Jaime Miller: jmiller@lisle202.org  
 
Physical Education 
Karen Cerveny: kcerveny@lisle202.org 
Becky Chiappetta: rchiappetta@lisle202.org 
Jason Lumsden: jlumsden@lisle202.org 
 
French 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
 
Spanish 
Kasie Dembowski: kdembowski@lisle202.org 

mailto:kbraun@lisle202.org
mailto:jsmid@lisle202.org
mailto:noros@lisle202.org
mailto:pkim@lisle202.org
mailto:mschmidt@lisle202.org
mailto:nkeigher@lisle202.org
mailto:jmiller@lisle202.org
mailto:kcerveny@lisle202.org
mailto:rchiapetta@lisle202.org
mailto:jlumsden@lisle202.org
mailto:jsmid@lisle202.org
mailto:kdembowski@lisle202.org


 
Band 
Dan Schraub: dschraub@lisle202.org  
Choir 
Naomi Copeland: ncopeland@lisle202.org 
 
Exploratory  
Sharon Byrne, Family and Consumer Science (FACS): sbyrne@lisle202.org 
Celeste McIntyre, Art: cmcintyre@lisle202.org 
Pete Meyer, Technology: pmeyer@lisle202.org 
Jason Wiertel, Advanced Computer Skills, Entrepreneurship: jwiertel@lisle202.org 
 
ELL 
Joanna Ng: jng@lisle202.org 
 
Librarian 
Gretchen Broadus: gbroadus@lisle202.org  
 
Student Services 
Betty Cornfield, Inclusion Facilitator: bcornfield@lisle202.org  
Lauren Malcolm, Social Worker:  lmalcolm@lisle202.org 
Jennifer Reband, Psychologist: jreband@lisle202.org  
Chrysan Rankin, Social Worker: crankin@lisle202.org 
Jason Grau, Special Education Teacher and Facilitator: jgrau@lisle202.org 
Alexis Veliotis, Occupational Therapist: aveliotis@lisle202.org 
Helen Creagan, Physical Therapist: hcreagan@lisle202.org  
 
Speech-Pathologist 
Elena Pivek, epivek@lisle202.org 
 
Nurse 
Patti DeNichols: pdenichols@lisle202.org  
 
Administration 
Principal, Dave Kearney: dkearney@lisle202.org 
Assistant Principal, Tor Erickson: terickson@lisle202.org 
Intervention Specialist, Lindsay Norwood: lnorwood@lisle202.org 

 

mailto:dschraub@lisle202.org
mailto:ncopeland@lisle202.org
mailto:sbyrne@lisle202.org
mailto:cmcintyre@lisle202.org
mailto:pmeyer@lisle202.org
mailto:jwiertel@lisle202.org
mailto:jng@lisle202.org
mailto:gbroadus@lisle202.org
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