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What’s Happening in Class? 

News You Can Use 

Homework Hotline        PowerSchool Parent Portal 
Lisle 202 Guide to Online Tech Tools 

Tech Support Assistance Request Form 
 

PowerSchool Student Login Tutorial 
 

Box Tops for Education 
Two ways to help Lisle Junior High! 

Physical Box Tops  
Please check your food's packaging for the Box Tops for Education. 
There are still some products that have the pink rectangles with an 
expiration date. Please cut these out and drop them off at the school 
(the box is located on a table in the school’s vestibule). Many box 
tops are expiring on Nov 1st, 2020, so please drop them off soon! 
 
Box Tops App  
With the Box Tops App, you can scan your grocery store receipts and 
it credits the Lisle Junior High for participating products.  
Note: Receipts must be scanned within 14 days for the school to get 
credit. Don't want to download the app or scan your receipts? Feel 
free to drop off the carefully folded receipts in the box at the school, 
and the Box Top Coordinator will scan them.  
 
 

Language Arts  
 

 
 

 

In language arts this week students read and then analyzed in 
breakout groups an excerpt from the autobiography Sounds 
Like Me by singer Sara Bareilles. Students discussed components 
of the excerpt that will be particularly important to include 
when writing their own memoirs. Additionally, students journaled 
about a meaningful memory, pairing it with a photograph that 
increased the impact of their words. Next week, students will 
begin looking through all their journal entries to determine a 
topic for their memoirs. 

https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/online-homework-hotline
https://lislecusd202.powerschool.com/public/home.html
http://bit.ly/OnlineTech202
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMZG_pi32cs0mMJpQHF0ll9vBkvn8uR4FjXb87G8su9bCkrw/viewform
https://mailtrack.io/trace/link/579b221e4a42b7fc1d345b60579bdfb700ad5b16?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FPowerSchoolOverview202&userId=1437045&signature=137eb136b4fd71f1


 
For our grammar study, we continued with our Commonly 
Confused Words Unit, reviewing last week’s words and then 
learning and practicing the unit’s final word set: to/too/two; 
affect/effect; choose/chose. 
 

● Ms. Braun’s Language Arts Daily Posts 
● Mr. Smid’s Language Arts Daily Posts 

 

Literature 

 
 
 

This week in literature, students discussed and the short story 
they read and annotated last week: “The Treasure of Lemon 
Brown” by Walter Dean Myers. We then went over how to write 
a well-written “Claim-Evidence-Reasoning” (CER) response in 
preparation for students’ summative assessment on the text. 
 
Furthermore, students completed their second reading log 
entries. Each Wednesday, a new log entry is due; entries require 
students to apply a close reading strategy they learned about 
to their personal reading. Students should be reading their 
selected novels for at least two hours a week outside of class. 
(This is less than 20 minutes a day!) 
 

● Ms. Braun’s Literature Daily Posts 
 

Honors Literature

 

This week we wrapped up our first text “Me talk Pretty One 
Day.”  We worked on annotating the text with our tech tool, 
Kami.  We paid special attention to tone and how authors 
create emotion that the reader can feel in their writing.   

● Mr. Smid’s Honors Literature Daily Posts 
 

Math 

Math students this week wrapped up the first half of Module 1 in 
the Eureka Math program.  They had taken a couple of small 
quizzes on Khan Academy and Edulastic prior to this, but this 
week they took the Eureka Mid Module Assessment via 
ASSISTments, and the Mid Module Assessment on Edulastic. 
 
The week ended with students starting Lesson 11 in their books 
and we will continue to incorporate fractions in this second half 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OaNGbWzQayWVffwEAugUHGYb5jUTgR0ZuXs5wMdNPyY/present
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CtxRWgXUhmg1qK6kfHnXu8nIkY5WTVvdlaoaFvwflvI/edit#slide=id.g9465d8eb03_0_1973
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dT2stounxO4z0C7jAFmj1vDayi1K4yZNIU84_qrFchA/present
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1-HthyL5Sr6ysQLT_YOv1cg9-v-fMgxGeEX9Zz9DDVLI/edit


of the Module moving forward. 

Science

 

Our unit question is “How can we make something new that 
wasn’t there before?”  
 
This week, 7th grade scientists investigated both individual bath 
bomb ingredients and combinations of bath bomb ingredients 
in water to see which cause the fizzing we see in bath bombs. 
 
It is important that students BE scientists and figure out how bath 
bombs work.  If you have knowledge of the chemistry behind 
them, please don’t explain it right away -  let your 7th grade 
scientists share their journey with you as they make sense of the 
phenomenon.  Thanks so much! :) 
 
Any missing assignments have been changed to 0-missing in 
Powerschool.  This change will greatly affect a student’s grade 
in science.  Once a missing assignment has been turned in and 
scored, the 0 will be replaced with the assignment’s score. 
 
 

● 7th Grade Science Resources & Daily Posts 20-21 (Periods 
1, 2, 4) 

● 7th Grade Science Resources & Daily Posts 20-21 (Periods 
5 & 8) 

● Bath Bombs Unit Sequence, updated periodically 
 

Social Studies 
 

 
  

This week in social studies we applied some map skills to a 
Reading Maps Hyperdoc.  The students had to look at different 
types of maps and answer some questions for each. We also 
talked about why there are so many different types of maps.   
 
Students watched a video on Map Projection that talked about 
how all maps are distorted in some way and why that is.  We 
also started looking at the 5 Themes of Geography and 
applying them to Lisle, IL.  
 
We have been reviewing the continents and oceans and 
students will need to continue to review these for their 
summative quiz on Wednesday, October 7th.  I have posted a 
map of the continents on Google Classroom that students can 
use to review them. I will also be available for a review session 
on Monday and Tuesday from 1:15-3pm.  Students can click this 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VLHb8GWzUIwn9u6UfrKS_-tzEjhdnTsUhPYFK7shiFI/edit#slide=id.g8304420cbd_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1VLHb8GWzUIwn9u6UfrKS_-tzEjhdnTsUhPYFK7shiFI/edit#slide=id.g8304420cbd_0_0
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HcFKRox-JkOcqKBBwbTu61blCFbhaNlC8lGa9W3uEnc/edit#
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HcFKRox-JkOcqKBBwbTu61blCFbhaNlC8lGa9W3uEnc/edit#
https://bit.ly/3cerFIe


link Review Session to review their continents and oceans with 
me and/or other classmates. 
 
Please check PowerSchool for any missing assignments.  
 
Social Studies Daily Post 

AT Math 

We had our first quiz of the year. I will have them grading and the 
grades updated by Monday. We will still be in Module 4 but moving 
on the Topic B (Linear Equations in Two-Variables and Their Graphs) 
 
 
Math Daily Post 
 
 

Spanish 

¡Hola estudiantes y padres! This week we spent our time 
continuing to work on simple conversational/introduction 
questions. We took our first formative quiz answering these 
questions on Thursday/Friday. We will continue adding more 
practice questions to our repertoire in the coming weeks.   

French 

 

Salut!  Class Agenda 
 
In French class, we began practicing discussing the date and 
birthdays as well as created a skit that displayed the differences 
between a formal and informal conversation.  Students will 
perform their skits with a partner for a presentational speaking 
grade. 
 

Exploring Reading 
This week we continued our exploration of noticing the reading 
comprehension sign post of Aha Moments to find themes and help us 
make predictions.  

Exploring Writing 
 

Students continued to write paragraphs that included different 
stylistic techniques.  They incorporated -ly adverbs, who/which 
clauses, and this week strong verbs were added to “dress up” 
their writing.  Students also created a list of “banned verbs” and 
spent time generating a list of alternative strong verbs. 

Exploring Math  During Google Meets we have been discussing and practicing 
concepts learned in Mr. Schmidt’s math class. During their 8:00 - 9:00 

http://meet.google.com/lookup/110table1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1UCp_ttB68HFeey_dvmDNmKYeUbHyLGaZeFZdcfwSVoE/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/lisle202.org/mr-kim/home
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PN16ki9DmNCPsy79yY23CJSoQnXMS-32u9NYA2L-UiM/edit#slide=id.g82abee7c50_0_422


and 1:15 - 3:00 “off-camera” class time students should be working on 
their i-Ready math lessons and completing 2 lessons each week. 

 
Reading 

This week we continued to read and discuss “The One and Only 
Ivan”. We have also been spending time improving our 
individual reading skills with i-Ready.   Please encourage your 
child to read at least 20 minutes each day at home. 
 

 

FACS 

This week we focused on baking.  We learned baking basics and learned 
how to take boxed cake mix and canned frosting to the next level.  It was 
wonderful to see so many family members involved in helping out during 
our baking day!  I hope you remembered to take pictures.  Don’t forget to 
bring in your plants overnight for the rest of the weekend - it’s going to be 
COLD!  Next week we will finish our baking document and begin our 
sewing unit. 

Art 

In Art this week, we continued our Value unit.  Students are exploring and 
experimenting with drawing media to create value as well as what it 
means to create a self-portrait.Students have started their Eye 
Self-Portrait project, a symbolic self-portrait. It will be fun to see how our 
artists express who they are this way! Progress will be posted on Seesaw.   

Technology  This week took our Catapults summative assessment.  We then dove right 



into our next STEM project, Friction Climbers.  These turned out very well 
and we completed them this week.  There was a worksheet portion of this 
activity which was due on Friday. 

Band 

● Jazz band starts next week on Tuesday! We will have a 
rehearsal every Tuesday evening and Thursday afternoon. 
7th/8th Grade Jazz Ensemble will meet Tuesdays from 6:00-6:30 
and Thursdays from 4:00-4:30 (6th grade jazz band meets 
Tuesdays 5:30-6:00 and Thursdays 3:30-4:00).  

● We encourage students to sign up for solo/ensemble festival in 
December. We are asking students to commit by Friday, 
October 9th. Please fill out this form if you are interested in 
participating.  

● Students have their first quarter summative playing video due 
next Friday, October 9th. They will be using SmartMusic to play 
the music, and flipgrid to record themselves. They use their 
phone to record themselves on the flipgrid app. Please watch 
the SmartMusic demonstration video with your child if you 
have not had a chance to do that yet.  
 

 
Here is the lesson schedule.Our lesson schedule gets updated every 
Friday afternoon around 3:00 to show the following week’s lessons.  
 
 
Have a great weekend! - Mr. Schraub 

Choir 

Would you believe we got to see Steven Tyler’s vocal cords in 
action?  (Yes, the lead singer from Aerosmith!)  Some students 
thought they were in science class instead of choir, but we 
spent last week and this, learning how our instrument really 
works  (The ins and outs of it!)   
 
Students were assigned our first due date for Unit One in, 
“Breezin’ Thru Theory”.  This is an individually paced music theory 
software which allows our students to move ahead if they can, 
and be provided extra time if they need it.   We went through 
the login together as a class several weeks ago, but if they are 
still struggling, please let me know.  (All links to our Flipgrid 
assignment, the Rehearsal Tracks, and instructions for Breezin’ 
Thru Theory are available in our Google Classroom.) 

Physical Education 

We have started our 1st Unit of Study-The 5 Health-Related Fitness 
Components.  We will spend about a week on each component 
talking about their definition, how to use them to enhance physical 
activity and introducing workouts that get us MOVING during our 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSee8gDleVxhAfeFIuuIvi87lrjOzf11iIkdkLEjDLAvQE2qNg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G3e59vqEeXFaYwiCkinRyA3Ebc0y6Odg/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-CxjRRaGXOlduNXbcEGtO9NyXkk4mp0QZnW5FPr-kao/edit?usp=sharing


Google Meets.  REMINDER: The Fitness Log for September’s 
Asynchronous Learning days are available in your students’ Google 
Classroom, and should be filled out twice a week.   Stay Active 
Lions!-Mrs. Cerveny, Mr. Lumsden and Mrs Chip   

ELL 
 

Parent teacher conferences are October 15 and 16. If you 
need help signing up online, please contact jng@lisle202.org. 
 
Las conferencias de padres y maestros son el 15 y 16 de 
octubre. Si necesita ayuda para inscribirse en línea, 
comuníquese con jng@lisle202.org. 
 
Parents, please join my Remind text group for information or 
translations. You can quickly text me questions too.  
 
Padres, por favor únase a mi grupo de texto Remind para 
obtener información o traducciones. También puedes enviarme 
un mensaje de texto rápidamente con tus preguntas.  
 

LRC 
Library Resource Center 

 

The Junior High library is open! I’m happy to get books out to students 
again. You can request a book and I will have it ready for you at the 
front door.  
For more information, check out the JH LRC website. 
 
If you want to reach out to me for book recommendations or 
questions, email me, or fill out the Book Chats with Broadus Form. 

Student Services 
 

September is suicide awareness month. If you or someone you 
know is in an emergency, call The National Suicide Prevention 
Lifeline at 800-273-TALK (8255) or call 911 immediately.You can 
also text “Hello” to 741741. These are free resources and are 
available 24/7.  

 
 

Contact Us! We love it! 
Language Arts and Literature 
Katherine Braun: kbraun@lisle202.org 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
Natalie Oros:noros@lisle202.org 

mailto:jng@lisle202.org
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://www.remind.com/join/fb8d39
https://www.lisle202.org/lisle-junior-high-school/student-life/library-resource-center
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddG5-REIQ7gO7BlCjZYHUFw2CNXurTPOKSIJmJZlT0-z0SkA/viewform
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/GetHelp/LifelineChat.aspx
http://www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org/GetHelp/LifelineChat.aspx
mailto:kbraun@lisle202.org
mailto:jsmid@lisle202.org
mailto:noros@lisle202.org


 
Math 
(AT) Paul Kim: pkim@lisle202.org 
Michael Schmidt: mschmidt@lisle202.org 
 
Science 
Natalie Keigher: nkeigher@lisle202.org 
 
Social Studies 
Jaime Miller: jmiller@lisle202.org  
 
Physical Education 
Karen Cerveny: kcerveny@lisle202.org 
Becky Chiappetta: rchiappetta@lisle202.org 
Jason Lumsden: jlumsden@lisle202.org 
 
French 
Jason Smid: jsmid@lisle202.org 
 
Spanish 
Kasie Dembowski: kdembowski@lisle202.org 
 
Band 
Dan Schraub: dschraub@lisle202.org  
Choir 
Naomi Copeland: ncopeland@lisle202.org 
 
Exploratory  
Sharon Byrne, Family and Consumer Science (FACS): sbyrne@lisle202.org 
Celeste McIntyre, Art: cmcintyre@lisle202.org 
Pete Meyer, Technology: pmeyer@lisle202.org 
Jason Wiertel, Advanced Computer Skills, Entrepreneurship: jwiertel@lisle202.org 
 
ELL 
Joanna Ng: jng@lisle202.org 
 
Librarian 
Gretchen Broadus: gbroadus@lisle202.org  
 
Student Services 
Betty Cornfield, Inclusion Facilitator: bcornfield@lisle202.org  
Lauren Malcolm, Social Worker:  lmalcolm@lisle202.org 

mailto:pkim@lisle202.org
mailto:mschmidt@lisle202.org
mailto:nkeigher@lisle202.org
mailto:jmiller@lisle202.org
mailto:kcerveny@lisle202.org
mailto:rchiapetta@lisle202.org
mailto:jlumsden@lisle202.org
mailto:jsmid@lisle202.org
mailto:kdembowski@lisle202.org
mailto:dschraub@lisle202.org
mailto:ncopeland@lisle202.org
mailto:sbyrne@lisle202.org
mailto:cmcintyre@lisle202.org
mailto:pmeyer@lisle202.org
mailto:jwiertel@lisle202.org
mailto:jng@lisle202.org
mailto:gbroadus@lisle202.org
mailto:bcornfield@lisle202.org
mailto:lmalcolm@lisle202.org


Jennifer Reband, Psychologist: jreband@lisle202.org  
Chrysan Rankin, Social Worker: crankin@lisle202.org 
Jason Grau, Special Education Teacher and Facilitator: jgrau@lisle202.org 
Alexis Veliotis, Occupational Therapist: aveliotis@lisle202.org 
Helen Creagan, Physical Therapist: hcreagan@lisle202.org  
 
Speech-Pathologist 
Elena Pivek, epivek@lisle202.org 
 
Nurse 
Patti DeNichols: pdenichols@lisle202.org  
 
Administration 
Principal, Dave Kearney: dkearney@lisle202.org 
Assistant Principal, Tor Erickson: terickson@lisle202.org 
Intervention Specialist, Lindsay Norwood: lnorwood@lisle202.org 

 

mailto:jreband@lisle202.org
mailto:crankin@lisle202.org
mailto:jgrau@lisle202.org
mailto:aveliotis@lisle202.org
mailto:hcreagan@lisle202.org
mailto:epivek@lisle202.org
mailto:pdenichols@lisle202.org
mailto:dkearney@lisle202.org
mailto:terickson@lisle202.org
mailto:lnorwood@lisle202.org

