
 

 
 
March 4, 2019 
 
Dear Parent(s), 
 
We would like to tell you about an economic unit that we are starting this 
trimester in social studies.  Students will be forming their own companies, 
which consist of two or three partners with whom they have chosen to 
work.  Each company has to decide on a product that will be produced and 
sold at our Money Market on Wednesday, May 8th.  The products, which 
are to be handmade at home (no food items allowed and no items filled with 
liquid), should be easy to produce and should be made from recycled or 
inexpensive materials found.  The cost of producing the products should be 
kept to a minimum.  Each company must choose a company name and 
advertise its product.  The students will be given time at school to create 
their advertisements.   
 
Two difficult decisions which must be made are how many products to 
make and how much to charge for their products.  There are about 100 
students who will be “buying” at the Money Market (with play money).  
The decision of how many products to make will be up to the partners.  
The price must be in dollar denominations (no cents), and the price may be 
adjusted either up or down during the Money Market if both partners 
agree.  Any other decisions that need to be made by the students will be 
done more easily after they study economics during the upcoming weeks. 
 
The Money Market lasts about two hours.  We set up booths for each 
company (which are long tables shared by two or three companies) with 
their advertisement decorating their booth.  Each student is given $125 of 
play money to start with in order to “buy” other students’ products.  At the 
end of the Money Market, all students will come home with a bag full of 
very creative products. 
 
One of the purposes of the Money Market is to encourage students to make 
sound business decisions in order to make the most “money” they possibly 
can.  Following the Money Market the students will calculate their net 
profit by repaying the loan amount which covered Money Market booth 
rental, registration fees, advertising fees as well as other miscellaneous fees.  
In addition, each student will calculate any credits or fees based on 
materials used to create the products.  A credit will be issued for recycled 



 

materials (items that were previously used) and fees will be assessed for 
purchased materials or any items that were not used before.  This 
calculation will be explained to the students in more detail at a later time. 
About a week after the Money Market, students will be ordering from our 
Teachers’ Store with the net profit from their sales to purchase school 
supplies and other interesting “kid” items.   
 
*Because it is a partnership, we do expect each partner to do his/her fair 
share of the work.  If a partner does not do an equal part, we will divide the 
profit of the company accordingly.  An issue that might arise is that some 
students will wait until the last minute to start making their products. 
Neatness and quality are very important, and this is a project that should 
be worked on EVERY WEEK if the company has any hope of being 
successful on Money Market Day. A weekly time sheet will be completed by 
each partner to help monitor time spent on creating the company product.   
 
Each company should have one sample product made by Friday, March 
15th.  This should give the partners a chance to see if the product is what 
they had envisioned it would be and to discover any difficulties that may 
arise in the mass production. Any help you can give by making sure your 
child is working regularly on his/her product should make a big difference. 
 
Because we want to know that you have seen this letter, please sign and 
return the attached form to your child’s homeroom teacher as soon as 
possible. 
 
If you have any questions about our Money Market, please don’t hesitate to 
call us.  Thank you for all your support in making this program a positive 
and rewarding learning experience for all our students! 
 
Very sincerely, 

The Fourth Grade Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

To Do List: 

 Create one product sample with as 
many recycled materials as possible. 

 Submit one sample product for teacher 
approval on Friday, March 15th. 

 Decide what type of loan you would 
like to apply for and a company name 
by Thursday, April 4th. 

 Decide how many products to make. 

 Begin mass production with partners 
once your sample has been approved. 

 Complete a weekly time sheet and turn 
it in each Friday. 

 Bring all of your products to school on 
Tuesday, May 7th. 

 



 

I have read the letter explaining the fourth grade economic unit and 
understand what my child is expected to do for this unit. 
 
 
 
 
_____________   ________________________________ 
             Date          Parent Signature 
 

     ________________________________ 
                                     Student Signature 
 
                                                                          
 
 

Comments: 


